
First win remains elusive

The Byki are still winless this winter in the NSL and
Friday’s 4:2 setback versus Stal Mielec provided a good
lesson for what will happen when a team fails to take care
of defense. Three of the Mielec goals were the result of
shoddy marking. Combined with several scoring chances not
converted, the players got a stark reminder of how thin the
margin is between victory and defeat.

There’s been a lot of talk about the need to defend better,
but the message appears to still have not gotten through
collectively. The Byki have yet to concede fewer than four
goals in a match through the first nine and the defending on
display against Mielec was hardly any better. “We seem to
have the right intensity on offense,” commented Chris Hurley
afterwards. “But we’re not as intense on defense.”

The Byki made a bold bid to take an early lead when
Marek Ciszewski stole the ball from a Mielec player in the
fourth minute of the contest. He slid a pass to Cristian
Rodriguez, who had only the keeper to beat. Rodriguez did
beat the keeper with his shot, but the goalpost did not
cooperate. The ball clanged off the inside of the post, allowing
Mielec to dodge a bullet.

Mielec went up 1:0 at the 6:40 mark when a player let
loose with a shot from the defensive line. Seeing that the
Byki were willing to give plenty of space, the Mielec player
cranked up a shot and drilled it past Amit Khankari.

The Byki replied just 0:40 later. Cristian Rodriguez sent
a free kick from the right wing into the box for an unmarked
Ciszewski, whose snap header roared into the net. “It was
nice to see us take advantage of crap marking for a change,”
noted coach George Gorecki, the irony in his tone unmistak-
able.

The level score lasted only 1:43. The Byki allowed a
Mielec player to get comfortable with the ball on the left
flank and he drilled a shot that gave Khankari no chance.
Khankari came up big to prevent Mielec from extending their
lead with 4:05 left in the half when stabbed away a tough
near-post shot with a leg save.

Chris Koenig wasn’t far from an equalizer just before the
halftime horn sounded. The goalie reacted well to a difficult
shot and blocked it to safety.

Mielec had a dream start to the second half. They played
a ball deep into the corner to Khankari’s right and then
dropped it back to an open man in the penalty area. The finish
was clinical and Mielec were up 3:1.

The Byki pulled to within 3:2 just two minutes later. Juan
Rodriguez held the ball in midfield and spotted Jordan Stopka
running into space on the right. Stopka took the ball into the
deep corner and sought to knock it back to Ciszewski. A
deflection got in the way, but Ciszewski finished it off like
he has hundreds of times before for his second tally of the
night.

Momentum stayed with the Byki. Stopka played an easy
ball back into the box from a corner kick and Cristian
Rodriguez looked set to slot the ball home. The shot got
caught in a tangle of legs in the Mielec goalmouth. Hurley
tried to put the rebound home and the Mielec goalkeeper
incredibly blocked the shot from a prone position.

Mielec earned some breathing room with 11:11 left when
they caught the Byki napping. The Mielec keeper had been
pressuring the Byki all night long with long throws to initiate
counterattacks. The Byki apparently still had not caught on
and a Mielec player sprinted into open space with the ball.
Juan Rodriguez tried to give chase to cover for the absent
Byki defenders, but it was left to Khankari to come up with
a miracle. The Mielec striker foiled that, slotting the ball just
inside the post.

Khankari made a tremendous save with 6:21 to go after
a Byki turnover in the defensive end. He read the play
accurately and smothered the ball as the Mielec player
dribbled to goal.

The Byki went to a six-attacker strategy for the final four
minutes to try get back into the game. Mielec played a
compact defense and were content to let the Byki play around
with the ball. Ciszewski tried to make things interesting with
1:05 left, punctuating a Byki flurry with a shot that smacked
off the face of the crossbar.

BYKI LINEUP (2-2-1): Khankari – Sabo (c), Banbor – B. Rodriguez, J.
Rodriguez – C. Rodriguez. Bench: Ciszewski, Hurley, Koenig, Stopka.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:1 – Ciszewski 2 (C. Rodriguez); 8:20.
2:3 – Ciszewski 3 (Stopka); 21:29.

Byki Men of the Match: Marek Ciszewski and Cristian Rodriguez
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Good effort, bad result

By Eric Muehlbauer and Rick Bolesta

Sometimes it just isn't your night.  And that was the case
for the Over 40s on Monday night against the Tricycles SC,
dropping a 5:1 decision to start the second indoor session at
The Odeum. With a new session kicking off, some new ideas
were brewing for the Byki. They mixed things up a little by
playing a 2-2-1 formation with a central defender, who would
be responsible for sweeping in front of the goalie. Having
given up numerous goals in the previous session, the Byki
started out thinking defense, and Mitch Posada and Sal Farhan
took turns at sweeper.  Though the group was a little
unfamiliar with this tactic, they adapted fairly well. The Byki
felt good about their chances against an opponent to whom
they had lost 6:5 the last time around. The nine-man Byki
squad looked solid, with Dominic Demarets and Marek
Ciszewski on offense,  and Andy Lane, Sean Marquez, and
Posada in the back, fronting goalkeeper Rick Bolesta.

The Tricycles tested the Byki early and nabbed the first
goal of the contest after only four minutes. Bolesta was caught
too far off his line when a Tricycles midfielder hit a long,
lofting shot from near midfield toward the Byki goal. It sailed
over the defense and just over Bolesta's fingers, leaving the
Byki shaking their heads.

The Byki had a chance to tie it up shortly afterward when
Eric Muehlbauer battled for a ball just off the goal and fed
newcomer Gregorio Siervo for an uncontested shot from the
right side, but the keeper was on his toes and stopped Siervo's
blast. The Tricycles made it 2:0 moments later when a long
shot caromed off the left side of the boards and a hustling
Tricycles striker knocked the bounding ball into the left side
of the net.  Meanwhile, Ciszewski and Demarets, with support
from Lane and Posada, created a couple of scoring
opportunities, denied by the keeper each time.

The Tricycles tripled their lead in the tenth minute when
the Byki got caught with too many defenders pushed forward,
leaving themselves vulnerable to the counterattack. The
Tricycles capitalized, in part due to a poor clearance by
Bolesta. The Byki seemed to catch on to the need for
discipline on defense and everything remained deadlocked
for the next 12 minutes. Strong defending, along with good
passing up front, led to several Byki chances.  Ciszewski,
Lane, Posada and Farhan all had good shots, but were
thwarted by the Tricycles keeper, who was having a great
night.

Byki frustration mounted and Ciszewski was kicked in
the head while trying for a header inside the Tricycles penalty
area. With no whistle from the sleepy referee, Ciszewski
protested and the ensuing argument led to a red card for

Ciszewski. The send-off left the Byki playing shorthanded
for the full five minutes. It also left the team with just two
subs on the bench. The Byki held tough initially on the penalty
kill, but the Tricycles broke through when a ball rolled along
the right wall toward the goal and a deflection went to a
Tricycles striker at point blank range for an easy tap in and
a 4:0 lead.

The sides were back to equal strength with about eight
minutes left and the Byki offense went into high gear. Several
strong runs and some slick passing created four good shots,
all of which were snuffed out by the goalkeeper. His best
save came on a shot from the right side that seemed destined
for the back of the net. He managed to get a hand on it,
swatting it away at the last second. The Tricycles went up
5:0 with six minutes left when a long shot from the right side
just inched past Bolesta.

The Byki finally got on the board when a shot by Siervo
hit the glass just above the goal, leaving a rebound for the
resourceful Farhan, who smacked the ball into the net.

Afterwards, Ciszewski apologized to his teammates for
leaving them shorthanded. Everyone understood his frustra-
tion and the team left the locker room in a surprisingly upbeat
mood.  “If we continue to play like this, we will be okay this
session,” said Farhan.

“This is the best defense we have played so far,” added
Bolesta.  “My errors, combined with the stellar play of the
goaltender 200 feet away, made the difference. He really did
deserve gold medal for his individual performance.”

BYKI LINEUP (2-2-1): Bolesta – Posada, Lane – Marquez, Demarets –
Ciszewski. Bench: Farhan, Muehlbauer, Siervo.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:5 – Farhan 1 (Siervo); 37:00.

Byki O-40 1 Odeum Over 40 League

Tricycles 5 Odeum North Field
10 February 2014

Byki Stats
FIRST TEAM, NSL 1st DIVISION O-40 TEAM, ODEUM O-40 LEAGUE

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Jimenez 4 1 5 Farhan 1 0 1
Sabo 1 3 4 Siervo 0 1 1
Stopka 1 3 4
Ciszewski 3 0 3 Goalie Min GA GAA
Rodriguez, C 1 2 3 Bolesta 40 5 5.00
Kekus 2 0 2 Current record: 0-0-1
Koenig 2 0 2
Onaissi 1 1 2
Rodriguez, J 1 1 2
Wood 0 2 2
Ortiz 1 0 1
Hurley 0 1 1
Stamatinos 0 1 1
Zielinski 0 1 1

Goalie Min GA GAA
Stopka 5 0 0.00
Stopka 1 0 0.00
Khankari 241 37 5.83
Avalos 95 19 7.60

Current record: 0-0-9



NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE STANDINGS
February 7, 2014

www.nslchicago.org

MAJOR DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Albanian Stars 9 8 0 1 55 22 24 CKS Warta 9 9 0 0 43 19 27

Chicago Fire U-23 9 5 1 3 46 35 16 RWB Adria A 9 8 0 1 56 20 24

SAC Wisla 9 5 0 4 31 33 15 Ethnikos Chicago 9 4 0 5 23 41 12

Tricycles SC A 9 3 1 5 32 32 10 ANCI Assyrian A 9 3 0 6 23 34 9

RWB Adria B 9 1 2 6 25 44 5 Chicago Stars 9 3 0 6 20 36 9

KF Tirana 9 1 2 6 26 35 5 Zaglebie SC 9 1 0 8 21 50 3

FIRST DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Albania FC 9 6 1 2 36 36 19 Lancer FC 9 8 1 0 47 10 25

Chicago Dynasty FC 9 6 0 3 44 26 18 Stal Mielec 9 6 0 3 34 22 18

FC Kosova 9 5 0 4 36 29 15 Jagiellonia Chicago 9 5 1 3 46 29 16

ANCI Assyrian B 9 3 2 4 27 38 11 HNK Primorac 9 5 0 4 38 33 15

Gremio FC 9 3 1 5 31 39 10 Tricycles SC B 9 1 0 8 19 47 3

Chicago Inter 9 3 0 6 28 38 9 Stare Byki FC 9 0 0 9 17 56 0


