
Byki take care of business
The Byki got back on the winning track last Friday with

a comprehensive 4:1 win over Chicago Inter Blue. Lazaro
Uriza led the charge for the Byki with two goals and an assist
and was inches away on a few other scoring attempts. The
Byki improve to 4-0-9 for the season.

“Our teamwork was fantastic tonight,” said coach George
Gorecki. “We played the game with a high level of soccer
intelligence and we did not get anxious or panicked when
our huge possession advantage did not immediately translate
into goals.”

That possession advantage was formidable and it was
probably due to tactical decisions by Inter, who came into
the match with an embarrassing -69 goal difference to their
credit. Perhaps they wanted to circle the wagons on defense
and hope for the best on the counter. Or perhaps it was due
to fatigue.

“I saw several players from Chicago Inter’s Yellow team
quickly changing from yellow to blue shirts right before
kickoff,” noted Gorecki. “I guess their Blue team was
shorthanded and their cheating coach brought some Yellow
players in who had just finished their game on a different
field.” Gorecki reported the incident to the National Soccer
League, which has been beleaguered with other player
eligibility issues this season.

Todd Trowbridge sent in the first salvo on the Inter goal
when he won the ball in the Inter defensive third and fired a
shot off the post at the 4:58 mark.

The Byki quickly settled into a rhythm, but found very
few openings in a tightly packed Inter defense. They
eventually broke the ice with 7:55 left in the first half. Mike
Stamatinos held the ball on the right side and centered for
Uriza, who turned at the top of the arc and drilled a low shot
past the keeper.

Inter’s keeper heaved a long pass behind the last Byki
defender, leading to a 1 v 1 situation on goalie Ray Najera
with 3:24 left. Najera was in the right spot to make a kick
save.

With 1:37 left, Uriza played a quick corner kick into the
mixer. Chris Koenig let the ball run through for Ben
Rodriguez on the far side. Rodriguez teed one up from close
range, but the keeper managed to block it.

The Byki were caught napping with 0:31 to go. An Inter
striker was pushed after receiving another long pass from his
keeper and a free kick was given. An alert Inter player fired
immediately on Najera, who came up with a big save.

Just before the halftime buzzer, Uriza sent a pass over to
Trowbridge, who slipped past his defender and easily tucked
the ball past the goalkeeper for a 2:0 lead at the break.

The Byki tried to speed the tempo in the second half in
order to more easily break down the Inter defense. A two-goal
outburst within 30 seconds in the middle of the second half
put the game on ice.

With 8:03 to go, Abrahan Ruiz was in the box and
redirected a ball from the left flank to Koenig, who was
unmarked on the right side of the penalty area. Koenig had
time to measure the shot and made no mistake with a first-time
blast into the corner to give the Byki a 3:0 lead. Koenig leads
the Byki with nine goals for the season.

Moments later, Rodriguez played provider for Uriza,
whose shot from the left side found the back of the net.

The Byki lost their bid for shutout with 5:18 left. Inter
kept possession in a crowd in the corner to the right of
goalkeeper Amit Khankari. They got the ball out of that jam,
and when two Byki defenders stepped in to go for the ball,
it was sent right back to the Inter player in the corner, who
sliced the ball home from a sharp angle.

That goal was little more than consolation for Inter, who
had been badly outplayed in the second half. The strategy of
parking the bus might have had some merit in the first half,
but it’s hardly a winning tactic when down by four goals.

The Byki nearly got that one back with 3:57 to go. Stefan
Soegaard led the break out of the back and sent a pass to
Uriza at the arc. Uriza’s precision was very slightly off, as
his hard shot ricocheted off of the underside of the crossbar.

BYKI LINEUP (2-1-2): Najera (c) – Redepenning, Stamatinos (c) –
Trowbridge – Koenig, B. Rodriguez. Bench: De Rama, Khankari, Ruiz,
Soegaard, Stopka, Uriza.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
0:1 – Uriza 2 (Stamatinos); 11:05.
0:2 – Trowbridge 1 (Uriza); 18:48.
0:3 – Koenig 9 (Ruiz); 29:57.
0:4 – Uriza 3 (B. Rodriguez); 30:37.

Byki Man of the Match: Lazaro Uriza.
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Byki can’t solve Celtics

By Steven Pedlow
The Over 35 Team lost to first-place LG Celtics Dads

Green by a 3:1 margin last Thursday, and played solidly,
except for their finishing. The Celtics largely controlled the
game through possession and better first touches, but the
Byki defended well and had almost as many great opportu-
nities as the Celtics. Both defenses had the upper hand in this
game as the teams were limited primarily to long shots for
the first 20 minutes of the game. The Celtics had more
possession and did carve out a couple of good chances, but
keeper James Vlahakis made the necessary saves to keep the
game scoreless.

 The Byki almost took the lead in the 14th minute when
a cross from Steven Pedlow just eluded Ben Zygmunt, who
was open in front of the net. Three minutes later, Vlahakis
stuffed a 2 v 1 rush by the Celtics by coming out and
challenging the ball handler point blank. The Celtics forward
could do nothing but blast a shot right into Vlahakis'
outstretched hands, and the ball deflected all the way over
the sideline to end the threat. It was clear that the Celtics
were only dangerous when the Byki allowed them space to
dribble through. The defense played very well, with lots of
shot blocks and very little space given to the players closest
to the Byki goal. This forced the Celtics to take long shots,
which were generally easy to save or went wide. Outside of
a few giveaways in the back, the defense, with some help
from the midfielders, was quick to contain the Celtics and
no goals were given away.

On the offensive side, the biggest problem for the Byki
was their first touch. The Byki did show some great passing
moves, especially against a mobile Celtics team that reacted
quickly to Byki attacks.  Unfortunately, good passes to open
players oftentimes resulted in a poor first touch, which led
to a Celtics steal.

After almost 27 scoreless minutes, the Celtics got the key
breakthrough goal. With almost no pressure from any of the
Byki, a Celtics player lined up a long shot from the left corner
of the box and placed it perfectly into the far upper corner
of the goal.

Almost immediately, the Byki had a glorious chance to
tie, but a pass to an open Byki player right in front of the
goal went narrowly wide. Not long afterwards, Dan
Jedrzejowski launched a long pass to a streaking Pedlow. He
just managed to control it before the Celtics goalkeeper
arrived, but his shot just caught the goalkeeper's feet and
went straight to a nearby Celtics defender.

With less than seven minutes left, the Byki defense

coughed up the ball again, but there was nobody to stop the
breakaway goal that made it 2:0 for the Celtics. Things only
got worse on the ensuing kickoff, as the Byki gave the ball
away, presented a great chance to a charging Celtics forward,
who drilled a low shot under the onrushing Vlahakis. With
two goals in less than a minute, the Celtics now had a
commanding 3:0 lead with only six minutes remaining.

The Byki did get a consolation goal with 1:35 left. The
Celtics were slow to get back on defense, which led to a
5-on-3 break for the Byki. Kieron Inalsingh found a
wide-open Alex Maruska right in front of the net, and
Maruska broke the shutout with his third goal of the season.
Unfortunately for the Byki, this was only their third or fourth
shot on goal, with the rest being very weak shots from various
spots on the field. Better shooting could have punished the
Celtics for not having a regular goalkeeper.

Overall, it was a good performance by the Byki against
a very tough and superior Celtics team. With better finishing,
the Byki could have won this game, but the balance of play
did favor the Celtics. The Byki defense was excellent,
especially when it came to blocking shots, but the bad
giveaways were troublesome. The midfield and forwards
displayed a good passing game, but their first touches led to
turnovers numerous times.

As a footnote, the melding of the two Celtics teams
reached a comical level in the game between Celtics White
and Tatry FC, which followed the Celtics Green v Byki
contest. After the Byki match on February 7, the watchful
eye of League Organizer Miro Mrstina prevented the White
team from using any Green players. Last Thursday’s version
of the White team however, was almost entirely made up of
Green players who had just played against the Byki.
Ironically, one of the best players from Green played for
Tatry, who are run by Mrstina! The Miro Indoor Soccer
“League” has become quite a pick-up game.

BYKI LINEUP (2-3-1): Vlahakis – Kotsy, Safford – Cohen, Jacobs,
Pedlow – Huck. Bench: Inalsingh, Jedrzejowski, Maruska, Muehlbauer,
Zygmunt.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
3:1 – Maruska 3 (Inalsingh); 38:25.

Byki Man of the Match: James Vlahakis

MISL

LG Green 3 : 1 Byki O-35
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MAREK CISZEWSKI

MARK KRAMER

Hometown: Gdansk, Poland
Position: Midfield/Forward
Joined the Byki in: 1995, currently playing for First Team
Current location: West Chicago, IL
Occupation: Attorney/Investment Analyst
Games played for the Byki: 487
Byki accomplishments: 322 career goals, 150 assists (outdoor and indoor
combined), named to the Top 25 Byki players of all time in 2008.

Hometown: Arlington Heights, IL
Position: Midfield
Joined the Byki in: 1989, last played in 1998
Current location: Mundelein, IL
Occupation: Accountant
Games played for the Byki: 155
Byki accomplishments: Antagonist
Previous clubs: Schwaben AC

How I joined the Byki: Thank you Dan Jedrzejowski!
My favorite moment while playing for the Byki: Byki championship in 1998; promotion in 2009
(and scoring a few goals in these).
Clubs I like: Manchester United, Lechia Gdansk

How I joined the Byki: Doug Roth (Byki 1986-90) brought me in.
My favorite moment while playing for the Byki: Andy Chudzinski (Byki 1983-92) gave me his
baseball card collection when he moved. That was in 1991. I still have them today.
Worst moment – Walking in Barb Olejniczak (Doug Roth’s old girlfriend) practicing her Polish
dancing. It still sends shivers down my spine.
Clubs I like: “The Club” – Vail, CO; “Blarney Island” – Antioch, IL



NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE STANDINGS
February 22, 2013

www.nslchicago.org

MAJOR DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Albanian Stars A 13 10 1 2 67 35 31 RWB Adria A 13 12 1 0 75 20 37

CKS Warta 13 8 2 3 47 33 26 Chicago Fire U-23 13 7 4 2 47 29 25

KF Tirana 13 7 0 6 36 39 21 FK Kozarac 13 8 1 4 45 31 25

Assyrian FC 13 5 4 4 43 42 19 FK Republika Srpska 13 4 1 8 44 69 13

Tricycles SC A 13 4 1 8 30 54 13 Hellenic United AC 13 3 1 9 35 42 10

B-H Lilies A 13 0 0 13 0 39 0 SAC Wisla 13 2 0 11 27 63 6

FIRST DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

RWB Adria B 13 12 1 0 87 32 37 Zaglebie SC 13 11 0 2 83 40 33

Khaboor FC 13 9 3 1 58 26 30 West Bosnia SC 13 10 2 1 69 23 32

Lancer FC 13 9 3 1 65 35 30 Stal Mielec 13 7 2 4 59 37 23

Gremio FC A 13 9 0 4 71 32 27 Shlama FC 13 7 1 5 57 42 22

Gremio FC B 13 7 0 6 44 49 21 HNK Primorac 13 7 1 5 52 39 22

Stare Byki FC 13 4 0 9 45 64 12 Tricycles SC B 13 6 0 7 49 54 18

FC Kosova 13 4 0 9 56 93 12 Albanian Stars B 13 1 1 11 42 92 4

Chicago Dynasty FC 13 3 1 9 27 51 10 Chicago Inter Blue 13 1 0 12 19 91 3

Chicago Inter Yellow 13 2 1 10 33 77 7 B-H Lilies B 13 0 0 13 0 39 0

MIRO INDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE STANDINGS
February 21, 2013

www.mirosindoorsoccer.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

LG Celtic Dads Green 6 6 0 0 44 18 18

Tatry FC 6 5 0 1 50 23 15

LG Celtic Dads White 7 3 0 4 39 50 9

Stare Byki FC 7 2 0 5 37 37 6

OTHG 6 0 0 6 17 56 0


