
Over 30s top the table

The revamped Over 30 Team had a smashing debut in the
season opener last Sunday, hammering Itasca 6:1 at Hamilton
Lakes. Striker Sergio Benavides made a triumphant return to
the Byki, notching two goals, while Chris Hurley added a
pair of assists. Player-coach Dan Jedrzejowski was practically
beaming afterwards, proclaiming that the Byki easily could
have reached double digits.

The revamp began in January when the team held a
meeting to plot a course to get the Over 30 program back on
track. The first decision was to move the team to the PSLC’s
Over 30 White Division, which play their matches on Sunday
mornings. The players concluded that the Saturday afternoon
schedule was an impediment to creating a consistent roster.
“The Over 30s had been playing on Saturdays since 1998,”
said George Gorecki. “For some reason, the current group of
players was struggling to make it on Saturdays.” An energized
recruiting effort began and the result produced ten new
players, seven of whom were part of last Sunday’s 13-man
roster.

Despite very little opportunity to get acclimated to one
another, the team had a sensational six-goal debut. The last
time the Over 30s scored that many goals in a game was on
September 18, 2010 in an 8:2 win over Shogun. One can
imagine the squad’s capabilities once they get rolling.

The Byki scored two goals midway through the first half
to take control of the contest. Benavides opened the scoring
at 20 minutes, completing a breakaway opportunity from the
halfway line. The Itasca keeper saved his initial attempt and
Benavides tucked home the rebound.

Kuba Banbor made it 2:0 five minutes later when he
dribbled past two defenders in the box and coolly slotted past
the goalie.

Itasca pulled one back just before the break, capitalizing
on a Byki turnover at midfield. A wide-open striker drilled
a low shot, beating Alan Stevens at the post.

Jedrzejowski characterized the Itasca team as a scrappy,
athletic bunch, who tried to make the best use of the cramped

dimensions of their home field at Hamilton Lakes. Although
they tried to make a game of it in the first half, it was all
Byki after the sides changed ends.

A strong tackle by Paul Gibbs set the wheels in motion
for the third Byki goal early in the second half. He played
the ball square to Hurley, who then insightfully sent a
one-touch diagonal pass to Benavides. The striker had the
keeper right where he wanted him and drove home his second
goal of the match. The game marked a triumphant return to
the Byki for Benavides, who last played with the Blue Team
in the NSL’s 1st Division in 2009.

Roman Kramarz put the Byki in the driver’s seat with a
wickedly curling right-footed shot from inside the area to
make it 4:1.

Two late goals killed off any hope for the overmatched
Itasca team. With 10 minutes left, newcomer Dario Vullo
drilled a shot into the upper 90 after the Byki recycled a
previous attempt thwarted by the Itasca defense.

Gregorio Siervo capped of the scoring for the Byki in the
85th minute when he put the finishing touches on a quick
counterattack after the Byki had cleared an Itasca corner kick.
Hurley carried the ball for 35 yards and played a pass past
the last defender, catching Siervo in stride. Siervo’s first touch
took him a little bit away from the goal, but he finished the
chance with aplomb when he beat the keeper at his near post.
The keeper seemed to expect a cross from Siervo and reacted
poorly when the ball came towards the goal.

It’s only one game, so one cannot read too much into the
Byki being part of the crowd at the top of the table with their
three points. But with so much time spent at the other end
of the table the last three seasons, this result is a good first
step to getting the team back where they belong.

Chris Hurley, Dan Jedrzejowski and Alan Stevens contributed to this
report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Stevens – Jedrzejowski (c), Russ, Marquez,
Fleming – Boeckeler, Gibbs, Hurley, Banbor – Kramarz, Benavides.
Bench: Siervo, Vullo.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
0:1 – Benavides 1; 20th.
0:2 – Banbor 1; 25th.
1:3 – Benavides 2 (Hurley); 55th.
1:4 – Kramarz 1; 60th.
1:5 – Vullo 1; 80th.
1:6 – Siervo 1 (Hurley); 85th.

Byki Men of the Match: Sergio Benavides and Paul Gibbs
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Ade wears the hat

Midfielder Ade Ekundayo picked up where he left off last
season, as his hat trick last Sunday was just one component
of misery for Sporting Cristal in an 8:1 beatdown in Oak
Brook. Steven Pedlow had two goals and an assist and Jim
Jacobs had a goal and two assists in a rout that evened the
Byki at 1-0-1 for the season.

Ekundayo led the Over 40s in 2013 with 14 goals and 5
assists and his clutch scoring was very much in evidence on
Sunday, as he netted all three Byki goals in the first half.
After the break, the Byki simply stepped on the gas and
trampled Sporting to the point where their players walked
off the field in the 83rd minute, rather than endure any more
Byki offensive firepower.

The Byki were in control from the outset and the only
response from Sporting was to tackle late and then complain
to the referee. At a certain point, the Sporting players gave
up the chase and the rout was on.

The Byki unhinged the Sporting defense in the 15th
minute. They patiently moved the ball side to side and
Ekundayo laid off to Gabriel Rodriguez on the right wing.
Rodriguez juked past two defenders and slid the ball to Dan
Nelson, who shot was parried away by the goalie. Ekundayo
was perfectly positioned for the rebound and shot home from
a tough angle.

Sporting got back into the game just four minutes later.
Lax marking by the Byki following a throw-in allowed a shot
from 25 yards. The ball made its way through a tangle of
legs into the back of the net.

Ekundayo dashed Sporting’s hopes with two well-taken
goals in the last quarter hour of the half. He gave the Byki
the lead when he steered a rocket from long range into the
upper corner of the goal, leaving the keeper rooted on his
line.

The hat trick was completed three minutes before the
whistle when Sporting’s defense weakly cleared the ball out

of danger. The ball went directly to Ekundayo, who knows
a gift when he sees one. The clearance left the goalie way
out of position and Ekundayo calmly lofted the ball into the
empty net for a 3:1 lead,

At halftime, player-coach Doug Towsey placed significant
emphasis on getting the next goal and maintaining the lead
position in the match. His charges listened well, as the Byki
scored three times in the first 12 minutes to put the points
on ice.The Byki needed only three minutes to add to their
total. Pedlow controlled a long clearance at midfield and
accelerated into space to create a 3 v 3 situation. He centered
the ball for Rodriguez, who had no problem rolling the ball
past the advancing keeper to make it 4:1.

It was Pedlow on the break again in the 56th minute. Dave
Fink boomed a goal kick to midfield and Pedlow did the rest.
A slug-footed defender tried to bump Pedlow as he raced
past, but Pedlow shrugged off that weak challenge and
sprinted in alone on the keeper. Pedlow must have had
highlight reel on his mind as his delicate feint took the goalie
completely out of the play, leading to a simple tap-in.

Moments later, the score swelled to 6:1. Brian Huck
collected a long ball on the right flank and spotted Jim Jacobs
making the run in the middle. Jacobs was in alone on the
keeper and kept his composure for his first goal of the
campaign.

The pair switched roles in the 75th minute. Pedlow chased
down a pass into the right corner and pulled a pass back to
Jacobs inside the box. At the moment the defender committed
himself, Jacobs touched the ball along to Huck, who easily
beat the goalkeeper from close range.

Pedlow bagged his second of the day in the 81st minute.
Jacobs initiated the play with a restart after a foul and pushed
the ball to Pedlow, who raced past the last defender for another
breakaway chance and he found the back of the net to make
it 8:1. “Because of my first goal, the goalie stayed rooted to
his line, making it very easy to score into the corner, though
he got a touch [to the ball],” noted Pedlow afterwards.
Sporting had seen enough and threw in the towel a couple
of minutes later.

The match was a forceful and necessary rebound for the
Byki after their dreadful performance in Naperville. All of
those problems seem to be in the rearview mirror and the
Byki can look forward to assuming a contending position in
the table.

BYKI LINEUP (4-5-1): Vlahakis – Towsey, Cohen, Fink, Safford – Lane,
Tower, G. Rodriguez, Nelson, Ekundayo – Pedlow. Bench: Elmkinssi,
Gorecki (c), Guild, Huck, Jacobs, Muehlbauer.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Ekundayo 1; 15th.
2:1 – Ekundayo 2; 31st.
3:1 – Ekundayo 3; 42nd.
4:1 – G. Rodriguez 1 (Pedlow); 48th.
5:1 – Pedlow 1 (Fink); 56th.
6:1 – Jacobs 1 (Huck); 57th.
7:1 – Huck 1 (Jacobs); 75th.
8:1 – Pedlow 2 (Jacobs); 81st.

Byki Man of the Match: Ade Ekundayo

Byki O-40 8 Premier Soccer League
Over 40 Blue Division

Sp. Cristal 1 Oak Brook Sports Core
4 May 2014

Tickets: $28
First 30 kids will be on the field

prior to kickoff
http://starebykifc.org/chicagofire

day/index.html



Byki unravel in 2nd half

The Byki pressed the reset button to start the 2014 outdoor
season, yet they still have a lot of questions to answer on the
heels of a disappointing 6:1 defeat to CKS Warta B in last
Sunday’s opening match. Warta had the upper hand through-
out, despite the Byki taking a 1:0 lead into the break. Warta
found a higher gear in the second half and pounded home six
goals.

The club’s First Team will be playing in the NSL’s First
Division in 2014. After struggling to find a foothold in the
Major Division, the club volunteered to drop down to the next
level. “We spent 13 years in the NSL trying to find a way to
get into the top flight,” said Byki President George Gorecki.
“And despite managing to stay there for four seasons, we
never had a winning record and it became increasingly difficult
to find Major-Division-caliber players. If we really are a Major
Division team, then we should be prominently involved in
the hunt for promotion this season.”

It appears that there’s a lot of work ahead after Sunday’s
performance. The team had difficulty maintaining possession
and got into a reactive stance in the first half. The back four
played solidly in the first 45, allowing few breakdowns.

Warta had two early opportunities to grab the lead. In the
fifth minute, a dangerous free kick curled into the Byki goal
area and keeper Cesar Avalos punched the ball to safety. Three
minutes later, a Warta player swerved a free kick from the
right wing towards the far post and was only denied by the
goalpost.

Gorecki had to shift tactics after 15 minutes when Avalos
aggravated his hamstring. Amit Khankari, originally slated to
play in the field, grabbed his gloves and was thrown into the
mixer for the hobbled Avalos.

The Byki jumped into the lead in the 27th minute. Jordan
Stopka threaded a well-
paced through ball behind
the Warta defense on their
si de of the halfway
line. Striker Cyril Zachari-
ah raced into the space and
came in alone on the
keeper. Zachariah played
things coolly as the goalie
advanced on him, rolling
his shot just inside the far
post.

Gorecki emphasized
defensive discipline at half-
time. With just one substi-
tute on the bench and a
squad still seeking to im-

prove their fitness, he did not want his team to get stretched
in the second half.

The Byki began brightly. Just four minutes in, KC Gronke
timed his pass for Zachariah exquisitely and the striker fought
a grabby defender as both players sprinted at full speed. The
keeper came strong to the top of his area and smothered the
ball before Zachariah could shoot.

Moments later, Warta began carving open the Byki defense.
They converted a Byki turnover into a 50th-minute equalizer
and then took the lead a minute later when a pass down the
left wing beat the Byki defense. Khankari came way out of
his goal, but was powerless to prevent the shot. A third goal
at the hour mark put Warta firmly in control.

Zachariah made a bid to get the Byki back in the game in
the 63rd minute when he dribbled past a defender in the box
and shot from 10 yards, but the netminder came up with a
brilliant diving save.

Warta went up 4:1 in the 72nd minute when a player was
knocked down in the penalty area, prompting the referee to
point to the spot. A Warta player converted, sending Khankari
the wrong way.

Ten minutes from the end, Marek Ciszewski headed a long
clearance into space for Gronke, who broke in alone on the
goalie. A desperate foot save kept Gronke off the board.

Warta added two late goals to pad their total when the
Byki gambled by setting an aggressive offside line and Warta
exploited it to the max. “We have to be smarter than that,”
lamented Gorecki. “We’re going to have just one referee for
half of our First Division games. He’s never going to be in
position to catch every offside situation.”

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1): Avalos – Stamatinos (c), J. Rodriguez, Sabo,
Stopka – Gronke, Zielinski – Zudic, Ciszewski, Hernandez – Zachariah.
Bench: De Rama, Khankari.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
0:1 – Zachariah 1 (Stopka); 27th.

Byki Man of the Match: Cyril Zachariah

Warta B 6 National Soccer League
1st Division

Stare Byki 1 Redmond Sports Complex
4 May 2014

Byki Stats
FIRST TEAM, NSL 1st DIVISION O-30 TEAM, PSLC O-30 WHITE DIVISION O-40 TEAM, PSLC O-40 BLUE DIVISION

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Zachariah 1 0 1 Benavides 2 0 2 Ekundayo 3 1 4
Stopka 0 1 1 Hurley 0 2 2 Pedlow 2 1 3

Banbor 1 0 1 Jacobs 1 2 3
Goalie Min GA GAA Kramarz 1 0 1 Huck 1 1 2
Avalos 15 0 0.00 Siervo 1 0 1 Nelson 1 0 1
Khankari 75 6 7.20 Vullo 1 0 1 Rodriguez, G. 1 0 1

Current record: 0-0-1 Fink 0 1 1
Goalie Min GA GAA
Stevens 90 1 1.00 Goalie Min GA GAA

Current record: 1-0-0 Vlahakis 180 3 1.50
Current record: 1-0-1



STARE  BYKI DAY at TOYOTA PARK

CHICAGO FIRE v LA GALAXY
Sunday, June 1  at 3.00 PM

$28 per ticket
Bonus! Byki kids will welcome Fire players onto

the pitch as members of the Fire Tunnel.
Strict  limit to 30 kids. Reserve a place when you buy your tickets!

Buy tickets online at:
http://www.starebykifc.org/chicagofireday/



NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
May 11, 2014 May 11, 2014

www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts GP W D L GF GA Pts

Lancer SC 1 1 0 0 8 1 3 Stare Byki FC 1 1 0 0 6 1 3

CKS Warta B 1 1 0 0 6 1 3 FC DePaul 1 1 0 0 5 2 3

FC Moldova 1 1 0 0 4 1 3 Chicago Rangers FC 2 1 0 1 5 3 3

FC Macedonia 1 1 0 0 2 1 3 AEK FC Chicago 2 1 0 1 5 7 3

Assyrian B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Levski Chicago 2014 1 1 0 0 3 0 3

Das Magic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Itasca 2 0 0 2 3 9 0

Chicago Dynasty FC 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 Shogun 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

FC Kosova 1 0 0 1 1 4 0 St Charles Celtics White 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stare Byki FC 1 0 0 1 1 6 0 Olympiacos Chicago 1 0 0 1 0 5 0

West Indies Jets 1 0 0 1 1 8 0

PSLC OVER 40 BLUE DIVISION
May 11, 2014

www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

Pampas OT 2 2 0 0 7 2 6

MOFG 2 2 0 0 4 2 6

Stare Byki FC 2 1 1 0 9 3 3

Real FC 1 1 0 0 7 1 3

Villains SC 2 1 1 0 4 5 3

Naperville Strikers FC 2 1 1 0 4 5 3

MANA Futbol Club 1 1 0 0 3 0 3

Windy City United 2 0 2 0 2 4 0

St Charles Celtics Orange 2 0 2 0 2 12 0

St Charles Celtics Green 1 0 1 0 1 2 0

Sporting Cristal 1 0 1 0 1 8 0


