
Late winner caps solid performance

Although the scoreboard didn’t show it, the Byki turned
in a dominant performance last Sunday in a 2:1 win over FC
Macedonia in Willowbrook. The Byki held possession for
long stretches, and only subpar finishing prevented the final
margin from being larger. With seven points from their five
matches, the Byki have climbed to fourth place in the 1st
Division table.

It was the first trip ever for the Byki to the makeshift field
located behind a Macedonian church. The referee inspected
the quirky field and was not pleased with the lack of corner
flags or two significant safety hazards, one of which was a
set of permanent park benches butting up against the far-side
touchline. After pointing out these problems to the two
captains, he gave the Byki skipper Mike Stamatinos the option
of not playing the game. The Byki chose to proceed, but
coach George Gorecki had concerns with the field’s set-up.
“I contacted the League about the benches on Monday,” he
said. “I told them that we would not play any future matches
on this field if corrections were not made.”

The short, 100-yard field was an advantage for the
Macedonians, who were a decidedly older and less fit group
than the Byki.  But the field had plenty of width and the Byki
used the space intelligently. Their frequent switches of play
quickly forced the Macedonians to pull back defensively. As

a consequence, the Byki bossed the middle third of the field
and the home side were restricted to counterattacking
opportunities.

The Byki caught the Macedonian defense off balance in
the 21st minute. Midfielder Martin Herholdt chased down a
long pass to the byline and curled a cross into the mixer.
Tony Sabo got to the ball first and had his shot blocked.

Just after the half hour, Ryan Kaeseberg received a
throw-in near the left wing. He played a quick pass into the
middle for Marek Ciszewski. The midfielder spotted Herholdt
making a shrewd run behind the defense and threaded the
needle expertly. The defense reacted too late and Herholdt
sent the keeper the wrong way, rolling the ball into the empty
net for a 1:0 lead.

Things boiled over shortly thereafter for the volatile
Macedonians. The craziness began when Byki netminder
Justin Salazar came to the top of his penalty area to snag an
errant long ball sent in by a Macedonian midfielder. A striker,
who obviously had no chance to reach the ball first, gave
Salazar a gratuitous shoulder-to-chest love tap well after
Salazar had secured the ball. The two exchanged words and
the referee cautioned the Macedonian player. This caused a
violent outburst from several Macedonian players. Once the
dust had settled, a Macedonian player had been sent off for
making a verbal threat to the referee.

The Byki went into halftime thoroughly convinced that
they were the better team and wanted to put their stamp on
the contest and not give the shorthanded Macedonians any
hope of getting back into the contest. The team continued to
dominate possession after the break, but the second goal
proved to be elusive.

In the 58th minute, Sabo swung a cross into the
Macedonian penalty area, where Kaeseberg pounced on the
ball. His rushed attempt, however, went over the target.

Eight minutes later, a slick series of one- and two-touch
passes appeared to unhinge the Macedonian back four. Striker
Cyril Zachariah started the play on the right flank, finding
Herholdt. He took the ball into the middle and slid a pass to
Bryan de Rama on the left side of the box. The keeper made
a spectacular diving save on de Rama’s shot from close range.

Moments later, a weak clearance landed in front of
Kaeseberg at the top of the 18. He fired immediately, only
to be denied by a sharp reflex save by the goalkeeper.

In the 69th minute, Sabo played a ball deep into the right
corner for Kaeseberg, who sent a low cross into the goal area.
Herholdt arrived a half-step too late to knock the ball home.
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When a team squander scoring chances, they quite often
get slapped with a goal against the run of play. The
Macedonians did it to the Byki with nine minutes left. A
turnover became a quick counterattack for Macedonia, as a
striker came in alone on Salazar and poked the ball into the
back of the net for an unlikely 1:1 score.

“I had a bad feeling that our finishing would come back
to haunt us,” said Gorecki. “But I also had a sense that there
was enough time for us to get a game-winner.”

It only took four minutes for the Byki to regain the lead.
Kaeseberg sent a pass to Sabo on the right wing. Sabo
forcefully brought the ball into the box and he zinged a low
cross into a dangerous spot in front of goal. KC Gronke
controlled the melee and stabbed the ball in to make it 2:1.

“This was certainly our best game this season,” said
Gorecki. “The progress has been slow and measured. We’re
getting close to being effective at both ends for the full 90
minutes.”

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1): Salazar – Stamatinos (c), J. Rodriguez, Calleros,
Gronke – Herholdt, Sabo – Kaeseberg, Ciszewski, De Rama – Zachariah.
Bench: Castle, Khankari

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
0:1 – Herholdt 1 (Ciszewski); 32nd.
1:2 – Gronke 1 (Sabo); 85th.

Byki Man of the Match: Marek Ciszewski

Byki blunder their way into a draw

The Over 40 Team shared the spoils with Real FC last
Sunday in a crazy 3:3 draw that saw the lead shift back and
forth between the sides. The Byki were guilty of fundamental
mistakes at both ends of the field and their 1-2-1 record leaves
them frustratingly mired in the middle of the table.

Mitch Posada made a triumphant return from a nagging
injury and bagged a pair of goals. Gabriel Rodriguez
contributed a goal and an assist.

This marks the third consecutive season in which the Byki
have endured an up-and-down period at the start. The Byki
rebounded solidly in both 2012 and 2013 to finish in third
place both times. Seeing that the core of the roster has
remained largely unchanged over this interval, it’s a real
head-scratcher as to why the squad encounters early-season
inconsistency.

The Byki snatched the lead after just five minutes.
Rodriguez, mastering the wing as usual, capitalized on a poor
goalkeeper clearance and sent a cross to the far post and
Posada did the rest, heading into the back of the net.

The Byki were unable to add to their lead right away,
mostly due to a tendency to launch the ball downfield. It was

an easy tactic for the disciplined and experienced Real
backline to handle. The game really begged for the Byki to
play a possession style. With six players available as
substitutes, the Byki had an opportunity to wear down their
opponent.

Real leveled the score near the half-hour mark. A Real
player intercepted a pass out of the back and converted easily
in a 1 v 1 situation with goalie James Vlahakis.

Posada was at it again just before halftime. Ade
Ekundayo’s through pass sent Posada streaking in alone on
a breakaway, giving the goalkeeper no chance and a 2:1 lead
for the Byki.

But Real had one more trick up their sleeve before the
break, converting a penalty kick after a Byki player handled
the ball in his own penalty area. That leveled the affair at
2:2, and left the Byki searching for a solution at halftime.

Player-coach Eric Tower wanted his team to use their
heads more in the second half. “There were times when our
possession bogged down. Rather than holding the ball, we
lumped it upfield, bypassing the midfield,” he said. “That
resulted in repeated turnovers in the first half. In the second
half, we were a bit more patient and there were some great
stretches where we basically put on a passing clinic. We really
tired out Real, although we didn't get the winner.”

It looked like Real were set on winning the game when
they grabbed the lead midway through. A dangerously placed
cross into a crowded penalty area resulted in mayhem in front
of Vlahakis. A Real player stuck his foot into the tangle of
legs and poked the ball home for an unlikely 3:2 lead.

But the Byki were not about to let all three points slip
away. With 15 minutes left in the contest, the hustling
Rodriguez chased down a booming cross from Dan Nelson
on the right side of the box. The keeper appeared to be in
the hunt as well, but he did not take the shortest path to the
ball. Rodriguez won the race and slotted home handily,
practically taking the ball off of the keeper’s foot.

Despite conceding three goals, the Byki really had a
chance to come away winners. “We did have a few 1 v
1situations with the keeper that didn't work out,” noted Tower.
“Both Mitch and Diego got forced wide and couldn't hit the
open net, and we had a number of other decent chances.”

Eric Muehlbauer, Eric Tower and Doug Towsey contributed to this
report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-5-1): Vlahakis – Towsey, Fukar, Fink, Cohen – Lane,
Tower, G. Rodriguez, Ekundayo, Posada – Nelson. Bench: Elmkinssi,
Kuch, Huck, Muehlbauer, Penafiel, Safford.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Posada 1 (G. Rodriguez); 5th.
2:1 – Posada 2 (Ekundayo); 42nd.
3:3 – G. Rodriguez 2 (Nelson); 75th.

Byki Man of the Match: Mitch Posada
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Levski pummel Byki early & often

The Over 30 Team’s three-game unbeaten string to start
the season ended with a crash and a thud last Sunday when
they fell 7:1 to Levski Chicago 2014. Levski built a
comfortable 3:0 lead by halftime and were on cruise control
the rest of the way. The win propelled Levski to the top of
the standings, with nine points from three matches. The Byki
and Chicago Rangers have seven points from four matches.

The Byki squandered early scoring chances, as Ryan Russ
ran free on breakaways twice. His shot attempts went wide
on both occasions. Better finishing might well have estab-
lished a different tempo to the match.

“Levski is a quality side that controlled the flow of the
game,” said player-coach Dan Jedrzejowski. “However, we
did not help ourselves with the style of play we exhibited.
Feeling overmatched, we resorted to a very direct form of
attack from the early minutes. We either dribbled the ball or
just sent it long, hoping for a great individual effort from
someone up front. It’s not a strategy a team can depend on
for 90 minutes.”

Defensive errors hardly helped the Byki either. Levski’s
first two goals were aided by substandard play in front of the
Byki goal. Levski broke the ice in the 20th minute following
a corner kick. Byki defenders scrambled to clear the ball to
safety, but instead cleared the ball off of one another. The ball
fell kindly to a Levski forward, who fired a shot into the upper
90 at the near post, despite a Byki man holding his position
on the post.

Sloppy ball possession by the Byki in their defensive third
led to another Levski goal. Levski transformed the turnover
into a rapid-fire 2 v 1 counterat-
tack. Keeper Alan Stevens came
off his line to force the Levski
player wide, but he made it past
Stevens and tucked his shot home
from a tight angle. A third goal
just moments before the halftime
whistle put the Byki into a deep
hole.

The Byki needed a response
to begin the second half, yet it
was the visitors who added to
their lead just five minutes in.
Levski’s right wing dribbled all
the way to the goal line before
clipping a cross to the back post.
The ball found a Levski forward,
who headed into the corner to
make it 4:0.

The Byki pulled one back at

the hour mark. A smart sequence of passes between Paul
Pinkham, Reggie Champagne and Russ created space in the
Levski half of the field. Pinkham played a square ball to
Roman Kramarz, who then sent a magnificent pass behind
the defense. Sergio Benavides was quickest to react and drilled
a shot past the onrushing goalkeeper.

“It was our best sequence of the match,” said Jedrzejowski.
“With only five passes, we moved the ball from our goal box
to the back of the net, just as we discussed during halftime.
But other than those couple of minutes of brilliance, we were
the much weaker team last Sunday morning.”

Two significant injuries, to Gregorio Siervo and to Matt
Fleming, made the comeback all the more difficult. With only
two substitutes on the bench, the Byki had a demanding fight
for the final 30 minutes of the contest.

Levski made it 5:1 in the 65th minute when a winger
dribbled past two Byki defenders on the left side of the penalty
area and waltzed into the open, knocking the ball home at the
near post.

Levski completed the scoring with two tallies in the final
five minutes. The Byki defense misplayed a long ball over
the top, setting up a Levski winger for a free run into the box.
Stevens punched the cross away, but it landed at the feet of
a Levski player, who chose to pass, rather than shoot. His
teammate finished off the unselfish play with a simple tap-in.

Levski’s final goal came in stoppage time, as they took
advantage of the Byki pushing too far forward late in the game
and converted a counterattack in slick fashion, curling a shot
under the crossbar.

Dan Jedrzejowski and Alan Stevens contributed to this report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-5-1): Stevens – Russ, Jedrzejowski, Fleming, Marquez
– Champagne, Kramarz, Banbor, Siervo, Kekus (c) – Benavides. Bench:
Boeckeler, Pinkham.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:4 – Benavides 3 (Kramarz); 60th.

Byki Man of the Match: None given

 Byki O-30 1 Premier Soccer League
Over 30 White Division

Levski 7 Oak Brook Sports Core
8 June 2014

Byki Stats
FIRST TEAM, NSL 1st DIVISION O-30 TEAM, PSLC O-30 DIVISION O-40 TEAM, PSLC O-40 DIVISION

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Ciszewski 1 2 3 Siervo 3 1 4 Ekundayo 3 3 6
Zachariah 2 0 2 Hurley 0 4 4 Pedlow 3 1 4
Banbor 1 1 2 Benavides 3 0 3 Rodriguez, G 2 1 3
Gronke 1 1 2 Kekus 3 0 3 Jacobs 1 2 3
De Rama 1 0 1 Kramarz 1 1 2 Posada 2 0 2
Herholdt 1 0 1 Boeckeler 0 2 2 Huck 1 1 2
Zielinski 1 0 1 Banbor 1 0 1 Nelson 1 1 2
Sabo 0 1 1 Russ 1 0 1 Fink 0 1 1
Stopka 0 1 1 Vullo 1 0 1

Gibbs 0 1 1 Goalie Min GA GAA
Goalie Min GA GAA Vlahakis 360 7 1.75
Avalos 18 0 0.00 Goalie Min GA GAA Current record: 1-2-1
Salazar 360 11 2.75 Stevens 360 12 3.00
Khankari 75 6 7.20 Current record: 2-1-1

Current record: 2-1-2



NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
June 8, 2014 June 8, 2014

www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts GP W D L GF GA Pts

FC Moldova 5 5 0 0 23 6 15 Levski Chicago 2014 3 3 0 0 22 1 9

Lancer SC 5 4 0 1 27 11 12 Stare Byki FC 4 2 1 1 13 12 7

Das Magic 4 2 1 1 15 11 7 Chicago Rangers FC 4 2 1 1 8 3 7

Stare Byki FC 5 2 1 2 8 17 7 FC DePaul 3 2 0 1 19 8 6

Chicago Dynasty FC 4 2 0 2 11 13 6 AEK FC Chicago 5 2 0 3 11 25 6

CKS Warta B 5 2 0 3 16 16 6 Olympiacos Chicago 3 2 0 1 8 9 6

FC Kosova 4 2 0 2 12 13 6 St Charles Celtics White 3 1 1 1 10 8 4

West Indies Jets 4 1 0 3 8 19 3 Shogun 2 0 1 1 3 5 1

FC Macedonia 5 1 0 4 11 18 3 Itasca 5 0 0 5 6 29 0

Assyrian B 3 0 0 3 6 13 0

PSLC OVER 40 BLUE DIVISION
June 8, 2014

www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

Villains SC 5 3 1 1 10 9 10

St Charles Celtics Green 4 3 0 1 11 4 9

MOFG 4 3 0 1 8 6 9

Real FC 4 2 1 1 17 7 7

Pampas OT 5 2 1 2 13 11 7

MANA Futbol Club 4 2 1 1 9 10 7

Naperville Strikers FC 5 2 0 3 11 12 6

Stare Byki FC 4 1 2 1 13 7 5

Windy City United 4 1 0 3 5 6 3

Sporting Cristal 3 1 0 2 3 9 3

St Charles Celtics Orange 4 0 0 4 2 21 0


