
Cristal get their revenge

The Over 40 Team have won but one match in the 2013
season, and that was a 5:1 thumping of Sporting Cristal in
Week 1. Sporting got their revenge last Sunday at Oak Brook,
outlasting the Byki for a 3:2 win. Sporting won the battle in
the midfield and utilized their speedy forwards to put pressure
on the Byki goal with long balls over the top. The Byki have
dropped to 1-2-5 for the season.

Sporting came to Oak Brook with a revamped roster. Gone
were the chunky old-timers who could barely run. They were
replaced by a couple of hard-working midfielders and by
strikers who had the pace to keep the Byki back four busy
all day.

Sporting showed their cards early. In the fourth minute,
a striker broke in after receiving a long pass. He looked
suspiciously offside on the play, but goalkeeper James
Vlahakis tipped the shot over the bar.

Eleven minutes later, another long ball left the Byki
defense in chase mode and Vlahakis came out quickly to
smother the ball before any danger resulted.

For their part, the Byki struggled to get their offense in
a comfortable rhythm. They failed to use the ample width of
the field often enough. Steven Pedlow was carving out large
swaths of space on the left side, and only occasionally did
the Byki get the ball out his way.

Sporting took the lead on the half hour. A long pass down
the right wing quickly morphed into a 2 v 2 situation. Jim
Kuch could not prevent the cross and George Gorecki trailed
the runner, who tapped home easily.

The Byki nearly conjured the equalizer in the 38th minute.
Pedlow swung a cross in from the left side for Gabriel
Rodriguez, who had broken into the Sporting goal area. A
wild scramble to control the ball ensued and Sporting
managed to dodge a bullet.

Pedlow’s hard work on the flank paid off two minutes
before the interval. Ade Ekundayo sent the ball wide to
Pedlow, who pushed the ball forward. He sent a ball towards

the far post, where the short Sporting goalkeeper reached
high to grab the ball. His arms weren’t quite long enough
and the ball glanced off of his fingertips into the back of the
net to level the affair at 1:1.

The Byki needed just three minutes of the second half to
snatch the lead. Dean Fukar won possession 20 yards from
the Sporting goal and slipped a pass into the box for Dan
Nelson. The Sporting defender was late arriving and tripped
Nelson as he played the ball into space. The referee whistled
for a foul and pointed to the spot. Pedlow converted the
penalty into the corner of the goal and the Byki thought they
were in business.

Sporting had other ideas, scoring twice in the span of
eight minutes and reassumed control of the contest. Vlahakis
made a brilliant fingertip save on a shot from close range a
few minutes after Pedlow’s penalty. The ensuing corner kick
was placed perfectly, curling into the Byki goal at the near
post to make it 2:2. Sporting regained the lead just after the
hour when they passed the ball around at will inside the Byki
penalty area. Byki defenders tried to close things down, but
appeared to be a step behind on every pass. Sporting
eventually found the open man, who slotted home for a 3:2
lead.

The Byki caught a break with about 20 minutes to go
when a hot-headed Sporting player was sent off after kicking
the ball at a prone Byki player after the whistle. It was his
second bookable offense and the player did not leave quietly.
The referee had to stop the match and order the player to exit
the park.

The numbers situation led Sporting to pack the back line
and the Byki had problems creating openings. The only truly
dangerous scoring opportunity came in the 80th minute, when
Ekundayo played the ball to Pedlow, who found Rodriguez
on the right side of the box. Rodriguez took the ball to the
byline and cut it back to Pedlow, whose strong shot was
rejected by the keeper’s diving save.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Vlahakis – Cohen, Lane, Fink, Kuch – Tower, G.
Rodriguez, Pedlow, Ekundayo – Fukar, Nelson. Bench: Gorecki (c),
Guild, Huck, Muehlbauer.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:1 – Pedlow 1 (Ekundayo); 43rd.
2:1 – Pedlow 2 (pk); 48th.

Byki Man of the Match: Jim Kuch
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Shorthanded Byki sink or swim

The woes continued for the Over 30 Team last Saturday
as only eight players were available at kickoff versus Balkan.
The squad eventually grew to the full complement of 11, but
the damage had been done. Balkan ran wild to the tune of
six first-half goals, en route to an easy 7:1 win.

It was a frustrating day for the Byki, whose roster
fluctuated wildly in the 24 hours prior to kickoff. Players
dropped in and out of the team for a variety of reasons, and
a player pool of 14 dwindled down to a meager eight at the
start. Paul King bravely stepped in at goalkeeper prior to the
arrival of regular goalie Ray Najera.

The Byki tried to keep a compact defensive formation as
they awaited the arrival of reinforcements. But when a team
is down three players, it is just a matter of time before the
opponent finds openings in the defense. King was beaten
twice in his 22-minute stint between the pipes and made one
glittering save in the 18th minute, thwarting a two-on-none
breakaway by Balkan.

The Byki defense opted to play a high defensive line to
try to control Balkan’s attacking movements, but Balkan
played the ball into the empty space with a high level of
frequency. “Playing that high up the field requires a lot of
hard work by the midfielders to put pressure on the ball, “
coach George Gorecki explained. “We didn’t have the
numbers to apply that kind of pressure and the brutally hot
conditions sapped our strength pretty
quickly.” Balkan found the back of
the net six times in the first 33
minutes. Five of those goals came
when Balkan exploited the massive
open space in front of the Byki
penalty area.

They increased their lead to 7:0
just three minutes after the break,
converting a turnover into a counter-
attacking sequence that gave Najera
no chance.

The Byki fought back to get off
the schneid in the 54th minute. Brett
Suhayda won the ball at midfield and
sent a pass to Chris Hurley on the
left side. Hurley burst past his
defender and played the ball into the
Balkan penalty area. The keeper
came out to challenge Hurley, but
arrived too late. Hurley clipped the
ball around him and it rolled over

the line at the far post, just out of the reach of a trailing
defender.

The sides played on even terms the rest of the way, likely
the result of the steamy atmosphere at Windemere Park.
Despite the very difficult weather conditions and the absence
of substitutes, the Byki showed signs of being able to control
the ball and build the attack. The late arrival of Suhayda
allowed Buur to influence the midfield in the second half.
Roman Kramarz, back after an 18-month absence due to
chronic back pain, did a good job of holding the ball up front
and finding teammates in open spaces.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): King – Kuch, Suhayda, Hodge, Fleming (c) – Buur,
Inalsingh, Lakemeyer, Najera, Hurley – Kramarz.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
7:1 – Hurley 3 (Suhayda); 54th.

Byki Man of the Match: Chris Hurley

PSLC

Balkan 7 : 1 Byki O-30
07-13-13

Byki Stats
FIRST TEAM, NSL MAJOR DIVISION O-30 TEAM, PSLC O-30 DIVISION O-40 TEAM, PSLC O-40 DIVISION

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Bollinger 3 3 6 Hurley 3 0 3 Posada 4 1 5
Kone 3 0 3 Gibbs 2 0 2 Positano 4 0 4
N'Guettia 3 0 3 St Clair 2 0 2 Nelson 3 1 4
Szymkowiak 0 3 3 Ciszewski 1 0 1 Ekundayo 2 2 4
Ciszewski 1 0 1 Lakemeyer 1 0 1 Pedlow 2 2 4
Koenig 1 0 1 Kuch 0 1 1 Tower 1 1 2
Zielinski 1 0 1 Siervo 0 1 1 Rodriguez, G. 0 2 2
Llamas 0 1 1 Suhayda 0 1 1 Fukar 0 1 1
Onaissi 0 1 1 Uriza 0 1 1 Safford 0 1 1
Ortiz 0 1 1 Team goals 1 x x
Suhayda 0 1 1 Goalie Min GA GAA

Gorecki 24 1 3.75 Goalie Min GA GAA
Goalie Min GA GAA Najera 494 26 4.74 Fukar 90 1 1.00
Casson 45 1 2.00 Bertels 90 6 6.00 Muehlbauer 90 2 2.00
Salazar 495 17 3.09 Uriza 90 7 7.00 Vlahakis 540 18 3.00
Najera 90 5 5.00 King 22 2 8.18 Current record: 1-2-5
Diallo 90 8 8.00 Current record: 0-0-10

Current record: 1-1-6



It was Byki Day at Toyota Park recently
when a group of Byki and friends had a chance
to see the Chicago Fire take on Sporting Kansas
City. The group of about 60 people included Byki
players, families and friends. Many folks started
the day with a pre-game tailgate in the Toyota
Park parking lot, followed by field-level access to
watch the teams warm up. It was a terrific oppor-
tunity to watch the pros go through their game-
day preparations.

Maciek Kekus brought his wife and young son
to the game. “We had a lot of fun, especially my
three-year-old son. That was his first visit to Toyota
Park. He liked it at all. Now he wants to go with
me to any soccer game, even for practice,”
Maciek said afterwards.

He also provided some pointed commentary
about the action on the field. “I haven't been to

a Fire game for a while and I have to say that I'm
a little disappointed by the level of Fire skills,
especially the guy with #4 on his jersey [Bakary
Soumare]. He sucks; the Byki have better defend-
ers, seriously.”

Eric Tower was there also, with two kids in tow.
Eric has never been the biggest fan of the MLS
brand of soccer, but it seems that the Fire are
winning him over, albeit slowly. He’s attended
more games in 2013 than any other season so far.

Afterwards, he was interviewed by a reporter
from some Arabic TV station. “The reporter want-
ed to know why Chicago loves the Fire for their
international audience," said Eric. “They were
looking for the most handsome, intelligent, rabid
and supportive fans, so they obviously made the
right choice by picking me. Sadly, they did not
ask my name, so the tidal wave of communica-
tion from burka-clad admirers that you might
otherwise expect will probably not materialize.”

When the reporter asked him how long he
has been a Fire fan, Eric replied. “I lived in Wash-
ington DC previously and used to support Unit-
ed, back in the day when they killed everyone.
I started supporting Fire at some point after I
moved to Chicago, although I sort of forgot to
mention that I really only started supporting the
Fire a few weeks ago, when my son started
getting into them, and I only bought some tick-
ets a few weeks ago as well.”

Eric overwhelmed the interviewer when he
was asked what is it about the Fire that makes
people come to the game. “I mentioned that
Chicago was a multiethnic city with people
from Europe, Latin America and the Middle East
and we all love to share our common identity by
cheering for the Fire. The guy loved that. I prac-
tically broke down in tears, but managed to
restrain myself using my iron willpower.”

The Kekus boys are all smiles on Byki Day at Toyota Park.

bits &
pieces



NSL MAJOR DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 RED DIVISION
July 15, 2013 July 13, 2013

www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts Group A GP W D L GF GA Pts

RWB Adria 7 7 0 0 31 8 21 FC Tarnovia 8 7 0 1 30 14 21

Gazelle SC 5 4 1 0 9 1 13 Balkan 7 5 0 2 30 5 15

Assyrian FC 6 4 1 1 18 15 13 St Charles Celtics Red 7 4 1 2 25 16 13

FC Uta Chicago 6 3 2 1 13 8 11 Romania SC 7 2 1 4 12 15 7

Jamstar FC 8 3 2 3 22 17 11 Chicago Celtic 8 2 1 5 15 22 7

SAC Wisla 7 3 2 2 24 10 11 Igloopol 8 2 1 5 17 27 7

CKS Warta 7 2 2 3 17 17 8

Brusfa FC 7 1 1 5 11 26 4 Group B GP W D L GF GA Pts

Stare Byki FC 8 1 1 6 12 31 4 La Granate 8 6 2 0 21 11 20

Khaboor FC 7 0 0 7 3 27 0 Bulgaria FC 6 6 0 0 38 9 18

Chicago United 8 4 1 3 23 25 13

Jahbat FC 8 3 2 3 24 24 11

SAC Wisla 9 1 1 7 17 41 4

Stare Byki FC 10 0 0 10 9 52 0

PSLC OVER 40 BLUE DIVISION
July 14, 2013

www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

Real FC 7 6 0 1 21 6 18

St Charles Celtics Green 7 6 0 1 24 9 18

MOFG 9 5 2 2 15 12 17

Naperville Strikers FC 8 4 1 3 21 14 13

Villains SC 8 4 0 4 19 16 12

Windy City United 8 3 2 3 16 18 11

Sporting Cristal 9 3 2 4 18 24 11

Pampas OT 8 3 1 4 18 15 10

Stare Byki FC 8 1 2 5 17 21 5

St Charles Celtics Orange 8 0 0 8 3 37 0


