
Revenge sweet for Byki
The Byki entered a short mid-season break on June 25

with the bitter taste of a 2:1 defeat to Das Magic, both of
whose goals were the product of luck and players being in
the right place at the right time. It was the first loss of the
season for the Byki, and with three weeks to think about it,
they came out with motivation last Sunday, and administered
a clinical 5:1 pounding of Das Magic at Oak Brook. The Byki
have 18 points from seven matches and are six points clear
in the NSL’s First Division.

After a scrappy start, the Byki started turning the screws
at about the half hour mark and had built a 2:0 advantage by
the 69th minute. The visitors pulled one back a few minutes
later, but the Byki showed no signs of crumbling. In fact,
they shifted into an extra gear and netted three goals in less
than five minutes to put the three points in the bag. The rout
had gotten so bad that a Das Magic defender cleared the ball
out of the field as far as he could when the Byki pressed for
a sixth goal in the dying minutes, whining, “The score is
5:1!” The comment brought a smile to coach George
Gorecki’s face. “Rather than complaining about us going for
more goals, maybe they simply should have played better,”
said Gorecki. “At that point, you know that your opponent
has capitulated.”

Neither side made any significant incursion on the
opposing goal in the first 20 minutes. Going three weeks
without a game can result in the accumulation of some rust.
The passes could have been sharper, the pace on the ball
could have been tighter; the game was slowly tilting towards
the Byki.

In the 25th minute, Peter Wigham, Joe Sauerman and
Quavas Kirk worked the best sequence to that point to free
Kirk into a 1 v 1 with a Das Magic defender, but the striker
shot high.

Two minutes later, Sauerman dropped a free kick from
the deep left corner right in front of the six-yard box. The
keeper came out and could only slap at the ball, resulting in
mayhem in the penalty area. The loose ball came back to
Bryan de Rama, whose hard first-time shot was blocked away

for a corner kick.
The Byki got closer to the opening goal in the 30th minute,

when Sauerman ran onto a lobbed pass into the Das Magic
penalty area. The goalkeeper came out to challenge and
blocked Sauerman’s attempt with his face. Quavas Kirk
collected the ball along the byline and zipped a low pass
across the middle for Sauerman. A sliding intervention from
a defender was the only thing that kept the match goalless.

Quavas Kirk put an end to that seven minutes later, when
he dispossessed a Das Magic player 30 yards from goal. Kirk
came in alone and easily slotted past the goalie for a 1:0 lead.
The Das Magic players moaned that Kirk had fouled their
player, but the referee was having none of it, and cautioned
the more mouthy of the players for his trouble.

As the Byki sharpened their game in the second half, the
scoring chances began to pile up. The culmination of this
pressure was the crucial second goal on 69 minutes. Sauerman
led the way up the middle on a counterattack and timed his
pass to Quavas Kirk brilliantly to send him in alone on the
keeper.

Two minutes later, Kyler Mowry led another counter along
the left flank. He found Quavas Kirk at the near post and
Kirk dropped the ball back for Mark Zeman. The midfielder
let loose from 20 yards, narrowly missing the right-hand post.

Das Magic made things interesting in the 75th minute,
catching the Byki napping on a simple throw-in. They worked
the ball quickly into the box, where a shot from a very sharp
angle just caught the inside of the far post to make it 2:1.

It is goals like those that make people say that a 2:0 is
the most dangerous lead in soccer. It didn’t take the Byki
long to show that there was nothing to worry about. In the
82nd minute, Quavas Kirk charged forward on a counterat-
tack. He spotted de Rama making the run on the left side of
the box and led him perfectly into open space. As de Rama
sized up the keeper’s intention, he rolled the ball through his
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legs for a 3:1 lead, and the rout was on.
An energized Byki side wasn’t ready to lock things down,

they were on the hunt for more goals. In the 84th minute, the
trio of Quavas Kirk, Mowry and Sauerman left two Das
Magic defenders out to dry. They were no match for the smart
and rapid ball movement by the Byki. Mowry supplied the
final pass for Sauerman to knock home.

The Byki added one more to their total two minutes later.
Quavas Kirk intercepted a short Das Magic goal kick and
carried to the end line. He sent a diagonal back for Mowry,
whose first-time shot was blocked off the line by a defender.
The ball came back to Wigham, who fired home his debut
goal in just his second match with the Byki.

The Byki have gradually rounded into form and are now
the dominant team in the First Division. Byki captain Mike
Stamatinos got right to the heart of the matter: “When we
perform like we did today, no team in that league can beat
us. “

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1): Menyes – Mendoza, Stevens, Stamatinos (c),
Bickel – Sauerman, Parker – Korinenko, Mowry, Zeman – Q. Kirk. Bench:
De Rama, C. Kirk, Wigham.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Q. Kirk 1; 37th.
2:0 – Q. Kirk 2 (Sauerman); 69th.
3:1 – De Rama 1 (Q. Kirk); 82nd.
4:1 – Sauerman 2 (Mowry); 84th.
5:1 – Wigham 1; 86th.

Byki Men of the Match: Quavas Kirk and Joe Sauerman.

Byki scrap their way to victory
The Over 40 Team took over sole possession of first place

in the PSLC’s Over 40 B1 Division last Sunday when they
beat St Charles Celtics Green 3:2 at East Side Sports
Complex. The Byki lead Gato Verde by one point, and
Olympiacos by three, but both of their pursuers have each
played one fewer match than the Byki.

Ade Ekundayo netted twice and central midfielder Diego
Penafiel registered a hat trick of assists, playing set-up man
for all three Byki goals. The Byki generally dominated
possession, but a lack of quality finishing allowed the Celtics
to hang in and keep the score competitive. “The game was
nowhere as close as the score,” saif player-coach Eric Tower.
“St Charles hardly crossed the halfway line. That said, they
did take advantage of the chances they had. As has become
a custom, we squandered many, many chances.”

The Byki came at the Celtics with a high level of
aggression right from the jump. Penafiel, Ekundayo and
Steven Pedlow combined on a nice sequence in the third

minute, leading to a shot by Pedlow right at the goalkeeper.
Miguel Zarate came close three minutes later, and Penafiel

then chipped a pass to Pedlow, who was denied by a great
effort from the keeper.

Naturally, all of that momentum was undone when the
Celtics broke through first, capitalizing on a bad pass in the
Byki back third. A Celtics forward intercepted and dribbled
around the onrushing James Vlahakis, scoring a goal very
much against the run of play. But all goals up on the
scoreboard count the same.

The Byki responded in the 27th minute, when Penafiel
played a well-timed through ball to Ekundayo, who handily
slotted past the goalkeeper to level things at 1:1.

Three minutes later, Penafiel found Ekundayo with a
beautiful pass. Ekundayo sent Jim Jacobs on a clear path to
goal. The keeper made a sprawling save to deny Jacobs and
then recovered to snare the rebound, which had gone right
back to Jacobs.

The Byki went into the lead in the 37th minute when
Pedlow headed home Penafiel’s fantastically placed corner
kick. He sent the ball to the top of the six-yard box and the
goalie did not come out. Pedlow stepped around a stationary
defender to head the ball into the corner of the net.

That goal should have been enough to put the match under
control. The Byki continued their attacking presence in the
second half, but the Celtics did just enough to keep the margin
at one goal and allow some hope to stay competitive.

In the 51st minute, a Celtics forward broke through to go
1 v 1 on Vlahakis, who slid hard to win the ball and send the
forward sprawling.

The Celtics netminder was kept busy right around the
hour mark. He first denied Pedlow, who came in alone. Two
minutes later, he stoned Ekundayo, who collected BK Park’s
cross and turned two defenders before firing on frame.

The Celtics squared things at 2:2 in the 70th minute,
following a defensive breakdown by the Byki. Was a second
go-ahead goal in the cards for the Byki?

Penafiel and Ekundayo put any concerns to rest five
minutes later. Penafiel’s pass opened the field for Ekundayo,
who knocked home his sixth goal of the campaign, making
him the team’s top sniper.

The Byki were not at peak form and still found a way to
win the game. That’s how top teams stay on top.

Steven Pedlow and Eric Tower contributed to this report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1):  Vlahakis – Higginbotham, Cohen, Fink, Fukar
– Penafiel, Lane – Pedlow, Zarate, Ekundayo (c) – BK Park. Bench:
Banbor, Huck, Jacobs, Tower.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:1 – Ekundayo  (Penafiel); 27th.
1:2 – Pedlow 3 (Penafiel); 37th.
2:3 – Ekundayo 6 (Penafiel); 75th.

Byki Man of the Match: Ade Ekundayo.

Celtics Green 2 Premier Soccer League
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Byki O-40 3 East Side Sports Complex
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Byki earn a massive point
The Over 30 Team finally broke out of their frustrating

losing streak last Sunday when they battled A Division
contender FC DePaul to a 1:1 stalemate at Oak Brook. It was
a welcome turnabout for a team eager to reverse their recent
tailspin. The draw allows the Byki to extend their lead at the
top of the B Division table to four points over Shogun and
Real FC.

The Over 30 Division is in the middle of the crossover
portion of the schedule. Teams play their Division rivals twice,
and teams from the A and B Divisions cross over and play
each other once. The Byki and Shogun are the only teams
from the B Division to earn points against an A Division
opponent so far.

The teams battled on even terms during the early portion
of the first half. The Byki sought a breakthrough in the 30th
minute, when Mohammed Soaga dribbled through the middle
and picked out Segun Durojaiye with a perfect ball over the
top. Durojaiye had a small angle and lobbed the ball over the
keeper, but hit the inside of the post.

Tempers heated up five minutes later, following Alex

Guzman’s hard challenge on a DePaul player. The player was
not happy with the fierceness of Guzman’s tackle and the two
exchanged pleasantries. When the DePaul player struck
Guzman  in the face, the referee brandished his red card and
sent the DePaul player to an early shower.

The Byki continued their strong effort for the remainder
of the half and remained mindful about DePaul’s chances on
the counter. The players were optimistic during the break and
wanted to keep hustling and applying higher pressure.

The Byki appeared to have a hard time grasping the
one-man advantage at the beginning of second half, so DePaul
stepped up their game, earning several corner kicks.

DePaul got on the board in the 55th minute, somewhat
against the run of play. They sent a ball deep for one of their
forwards to launch a counterattack. After pushing his way
past a Byki defender, the striker capitalized on goalkeeper
Amit Khankari’s bobble and simply tapped the ball home for
a 1:0 lead.

The Byki replied immediately and got the match back on
level terms within a couple of minutes.

Striker Richard Sodeinde demonstrated true hustle when
his pressure on DePaul’s centerback forced a misplay on what
should have been a simple five-yard pass to the goalie.
Sodeinde swept in to win the ball before the keeper could get
there, faked his way into the clear and calmly placed the ball
in the back of the net.

The Byki took control of the tempo of the match for the
next ten minutes, pushing for the crucial second goal. Guzman,
joined by Paul Gibbs, Martin Herholdt and Chris Hurley, all
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1 Byki Stats 1

FIRST TEAM, NSL 1ST DIVISION O-30 TEAM, PSLC O-30 DIVISION O-40 TEAM, PSLC O-40 DIVISION O-48 TEAM, PSLC O-48 DIVISION

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Korninenko 3 2 5 Sodeinde 5 1 6 Penafiel 2 8 10 Nelson 4 0 4
Kirk, Q 2 3 5 Espinoza 3 2 5 Ekundayo 6 2 8 Jimenez 0 2 2
Sokolowski 3 0 3 Anderson 3 1 4 Kramarz 5 2 7 Fink 1 0 1
Sauerman 2 1 3 Jaramillo 2 2 4 Pedlow 3 0 3 Huck 1 0 1
Zeman 1 2 3 Gibbs 2 1 3 Fukar 2 0 2 Ochoa 1 0 1
Stamatinos 2 0 2 Guzman 1 2 3 Rodriguez, G 1 1 2 Carrillo 0 1 1
De Rama 1 1 2 Boeckeler 1 0 1 Carrillo 1 0 1 Cohen 0 1 1
Elshafie 1 0 1 Chudyba 0 1 1 Zarate 1 0 1 Demarets 0 1 1
Freitag 1 0 1 Marquez 0 1 1 Higginbotham 0 1 1
Mendoza 1 0 1 Huck 0 1 1 Goalie Min GA GAA
Sabo 1 0 1 Goalie Min GA GAA Kotsy 0 1 1 Muehlabauer 237 13 4.94
Wigham 1 0 1 Najera 270 1 0.33 Kuch 0 1 1 Pac 180 10 5.00
Alfaro 0 1 1 Marquez 90 1 1.00 Team goals 1 x x Park, J 90 7 7.00
Mowry 0 1 1 Buena 90 2 2.00 Fukar 33 3 8.18
Verbych 0 1 1 Khankari 180 7 3.50 Goalie Min GA GAA Current record: 0-0-7
Team goals 4 x x Matys 90 5 5.00 Park, J 90 1 1.00

Current record: 4-1-3 Vlahakis 450 9 1.80
Goalie Min GA GAA Muehlbauer 180 4 2.00
Khankari 90 0 0.00 Current record: 5-1-2
Stevens 90 0 0.00
Menyes 270 5 1.67
Fukar 90 2 2.00

Current record: 6-0-1



played very well in the center and didn’t leave DePaul with
much time on the ball. The Byki created several dangerous
chances; a strong shot from Durojaiye forced a fingertip save
by the goalie, followed by another hard shot from Guzman.

The Byki were reduced to ten players in the 65th minute
when Ato Anderson received his second yellow card for
pushing a DePaul player in the back in a 1 v 1 situation.
Player-coach Kristian Buur was not impressed by the referee’s
decision. “ It didn’t look to be the most obvious yellow card,
and had DePaul not already been reduced to ten men, it’s
doubtful if Anderson would have received the marching
orders,” said Buur afterwards. “We were 10 vs 10 – back to
the drawing board.”

A great opportunity to gain the lead came 15 minutes from
the end, when a DePaul player handled the ball in his own
penalty area. The referee pointed to the spot and the normally
reliable Gibbs could not convert the chance.

“We had more chances, and dominated most of the game,”
said Buur. “However, you’re never really too unhappy with
a draw against DePaul, who are usually contenders for the
Over 30 championship”

Kristian Buur contributed to this report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Khankari – Carrillo, Hurley, Anderson, Soaga –
Durojaiye, Gibbs, Herholdt, Espinoza, Jaramillo – Baekkegaard. Bench:
Guzman (c), Park, Sodeinde.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:1 – Sodeinde 5; 57th.

Byki Men of the Match: The whole squad.

How low can it go?
The Over 48 Team continued their residency in the

basement, dropping a 7:0 decision to league leaders Park
Ridge Rogues. The Byki struggled to compete, failing to build
on any of the momentum gained in their previous match. They
looked  baffled at both ends of the field, as the team remain
winless in 2017.

The Rogues were always going to be a tough test for the
Byki, as they play with a higher level of pace than a typical
Over 48 side. But many of the problems for the Byki were

self-inflicted and the Byki basically got what they deserved
from the outcome.

“It comes down to fundamentals,” said George Gorecki,
who filled in as coach again. “And our players, all of whom
are experienced, and many of whom display a high degree of
technical competence, seem to have left their fundamentals
at home.”

The Byki saw a high degree success in their ball possession
game in their previous match versus Sofia BG, but that element
went missing versus the Rogues. As a result, it didn’t take
long for the Rogues to start piling on the pressure. Two early
goals put Park Ridge into a comfort zone and the Byki were
chasing the game for the duration.

The match started brightly for the Byki. Just two minutes
in, Robert Dec intercepted a goal kick and found Dan Nelson
open in the penalty area. Nelson dished off to Cesar Ochoa
on the right side, and his shot narrowly missed the far post.
When the Byki were buzzing around the ball, they looked
good. But there was not enough of that buzz to keep the
Rogues at bay.

The Rogues took the lead in the sixth minute and doubled
it five minutes later. On both occasions, the Byki were beaten
for pace on counterattacks.

The Byki were able to right the ship in the latter stages of
the first half. In the 30th minute. Rodolfo Jimenez controlled
the ball in the middle and found Nelson on the right side of
the box. He crossed the ball to Ochoa, whose diving, twisting
header glanced off of the left-hand post.

Moments later, the Rogues went 3:0 up when the Byki
made the unforgivable error of passing the ball across the
middle of their own penalty area.

Two early goals in the second half sealed the deal for Park
Ridge. The fourth goal was nearly comical. Emergency
goalkeeper John Park received a hospital pass in his own box
and desperately tried to clear the ball away. A Rogues player
was on top of him immediately and Park’s clearance ricocheted
off of the opponent and onto the crossbar. The Rogues player
reached the loose ball and tapped home. If not for bad luck,
this Byki team would have no luck at all.

The Byki had no response for an onslaught that reached
outrageous proportions. They were saved further embarrass-
ment when the match was terminated by the presence of severe
weather.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Park, J – Safford, Tower, King, Kerbis – Dec,
Jacobs, Demarets, Huck – Nelson, Ochoa. Bench: Dahlquist, Fink,
Jimenez, Muehlbauer (c), Zadlo.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
None.

Byki Man of the Match: None.

Byki O-48 0 Premier Soccer League
Over 48 Division

Park Ridge 7 Olympic Park
19 July 2017



STARE BYKI FC DAY AT TOYOTA PARK
Chicago Fire v Toronto FC

Saturday, August 19 - 7.00 PM
Ticket Price: $30

40 tickets ONLY - Order yours early!
Order your tickets online:

http://starebykifc.org/outing.html



NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
July 16, 2017 July 16, 2017

www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts A DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts
Stare Byki FC 7 6 0 1 23 7 18 Tricolorii FC 7 6 1 0 36 10 19
Das Magic 7 4 0 3 19 16 12 AEK FC Chicago 8 6 0 2 40 16 18
Chicago Dynasty FC 7 3 1 3 12 17 10 FC Oasu 7 5 1 1 28 8 16
FC Macedonia 7 3 0 4 14 16 9 Levski Chicago 2014 7 5 0 2 38 13 15
FC Guadalajara 7 2 1 4 11 20 7 FC DePaul 7 4 1 2 22 10 13
United Stars FC 7 2 0 5 17 20 6 Celtics 8 1 1 6 15 43 4

PSLC OVER 40 B DIVISION B DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts
July 16, 2017 Stare Byki FC 8 4 1 3 20 16 13

www.pslchicagoland.com Real FC 7 3 2 2 17 19 11
Shogun 7 2 2 3 17 14 8

B1 DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts FC National 7 1 2 4 22 17 5
Stare Byki FC 8 5 1 2 22 14 16 Chicago Rangers FC 7 1 1 5 20 28 4
Gato Verde 7 5 0 2 23 13 15 Adventists United FC 8 0 0 8 1 82 0
Olympiacos Chicago 7 4 1 2 15 12 13
International SC 7 3 2 2 17 17 11 PSLC OVER 48 DIVISION
Naperville Strikers FC 6 3 1 2 15 12 10 July 19, 2017
Windy City United 8 2 1 5 17 29 7 www.pslchicagoland.com
Pampas OT 6 1 0 5 6 18 3

GP W D L GF GA Pts
B2 DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts Park Ridge Rogues 7 7 0 0 26 6 21
FK Danubia 8 5 1 2 38 17 16 Sofia BG 6 4 0 2 22 11 12
United-Dynamo 6 5 1 0 20 7 16 Torino FC 5 2 2 1 13 13 8
St Charles Celtics Green 7 4 1 2 17 12 13 St Charles Celtics 5 2 1 2 20 16 7
Itasca 7 4 0 3 17 15 12 Villains SC 4 2 0 2 12 8 6
MOFG 8 1 1 6 7 21 4 Concordia 7 1 2 4 8 17 5
St Charles Celtics Orange 6 1 0 5 17 30 3 International SC 3 1 1 1 8 6 4
Real FC 7 1 0 6 17 31 3 Stare Byki FC 7 0 0 7 6 38 0


