
Stare Byki FC: Friends, Passion, Soccer

The Byki Red Team maintained their strong form when
they blanked second-place Lemont FC 3:0 last Sunday at
Conkey Forest Preserve in Crestwood. Ivan Torossian scored
twice, as the Byki knocked Lemont off of their pedestal as
the last undefeated team in the NSL’s 1st Division. After
losing their first two matches of the season, the Byki have
not lost since and they can legitimately set their sights on
securing a spot in the Championship Section.

The Byki and Lemont have developed an intense rivalry
since the days when the Byki B Team battled them in the
2nd Division. Both sides got promoted in 2007 and things
remain no less intense than they were previously. On Sunday,
some Byki were still talking about their agonizing 2:1
extra-time defeat to Lemont in the 2006 2nd Division title
match.

Lemont started out this season in strong fashion, jumping
out to a 5-3-0 mark. “When they played the Blue Team back
in the spring, Lemont’s level of improvement was impres-
sive,” said Byki President George Gorecki. “I thought that
they might be the team to beat in the 1st Division. After this

game, I’m not so sure anymore.”
Coach Joe Gambino has used the mid-season break to

continue to bring in new recruits to keep the squad strong
and to send a message to players whose commitment is not
at the top level. Three players made their debut on Sunday
and midfielder Francisc Boghicev really made his mark, as
he was always in the middle of many scoring situations.

Lemont began the match with just ten players and didn’t
have their full complement until about 20 minutes into the
contest. They held their own during that period, as the Byki
could create just one clear scoring chance, which came in
the 15th minute. Newcomer Brandon Huell made a long pass
from midfield that split the Lemont defense. Striker Maciek
Kekus sprinted in alone on the keeper, but the netminder
made a miraculous save to keep things level.

Things began to heat up late in the first half. In the 39th
minute, Lemont broke behind the Byki defense on the left
side, thanks to an insightful pass from midfield. As the
Lemont striker bore down on the Byki goal, Erik Tice came
hard off of his line to smother the shot.

The Byki drew first blood just before the break. Boghicev
collected a long pass and sprinted to the goal with a defender
in tow. When he reached the penalty area, he looked for a
passing option and dropped the ball back to Torossian. The
midfielder fired a hard shot that the keeper blocked. Torossian
alertly got to the rebound and knocked the ball home. The
Byki nearly got a second a minute later, but the Lemont
keeper forced Abrahan Ruiz to shoot wide from close range.

The Byki carried their newly found momentum into the
second half and went 2:0 up within seven minutes. Luis
Arredondo won a ball in the air and headed a pass to
Boghicev, who then shed his marker by flicking a soft header
over the Lemont player, right into the path of Torossian. After
dribbling past two defenders in the area, Torossian found the
far post with a delicate and accurate strike.

The score swelled to 3:0 in the 65th minute. Arredondo
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sent a corner kick towards the near post. Ruiz backed his
defender away from the ball and redirected it into the goal
with a deft touch. Ruiz later admitted that his hand helped
the ball over the line, but he wasn’t ready to give the goal
back.

The Byki kept up the pressure on the Lemont goal. In the
67th minute, Arredondo found Kekus free on the right side
with a floated pass over the defense. Kekus saw the keeper
coming fast and tried to loft a shot over him, but sent the ball
high.

Three minutes later, Chad Daniel, Boghicev and Kekus
worked a slick series of one-touch passes, sending Kekus in
alone on the keeper, who had yet one more miracle up his
sleeve, as he made a desperate block. Even Byki defenders
were getting in on the act. Paul Mansur raced in with a

breakaway on the left side in the 82nd minute, but the
goalkeeper read the play perfectly, denying the young
fullback his chance at glory.

The Byki showed plenty of fighting spirit and teamwork.
They can advance far up the table with this type of effort.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
Torossian 1; 44th; 1:0. Torossian 2 (Boghicev); 52nd; 2:0. Ruiz 2
(Arredondo); 65th; 3:0.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Tice – Black, Mansur, P Jr, Rose, Casey (c)
–Domek, Dziekiewicz, Boghicev, Torossian – Daniel, Kekus. Bench:
Arredondo, Huell, Onaissi, Ruiz, Towsey.

The Byki oldboys got back into the swing of things after
a month-long break when they faced Hellenic United at
Montrose & Cumberland last Saturday. The teams traded five
goals in the first half, as Hellenic came away with an
important 3:2 win. The result leaves the Byki at 2-1-6, trailing
Hellenic for the third and final playoff spot in the Blue Section.

After a nice turnaround to their dreadful start to the season,
the Byki expected to be competitive in every match going
forward. Although the Byki looked good at times against
Hellenic, they failed to put together a consistent effort for
the entire 80 minutes of the match.

Coach Eric Tower wanted to implement a simple game
plan, and his pre-game talk emphasized playing two- and
three-touch possessions and keeping the ball moving from
side to side. On the defensive side of the ball, it was important
to not allow anything down the middle and to force Hellenic
to fight for every inch of turf on the Byki half of the field.

Despite the absence of three regular players in the
midfield, the Byki executed the game plan as expected in the
first half of the contest. The game started off in promising
fashion. After Hellenic took a long, speculative shot, the Byki
put together a tremendous buildup out of the back. Jing Geng
hit Maciek Kekus with a through ball. Kekus’ burst of speed
easily put him past the Hellenic defender, and he dished a
pass across the box to an unmarked Robert Dec. Dec made
sure on the open net, and the Byki had a dream start with
just four minutes gone.

The quick lead may have caused the Byki to become
complacent. Just two minutes later, the Byki left Hellenic’s
portly right midfielder completely unaccounted for just

outside the Byki penalty area. The Hellenic player had a bit
of difficulty maintaining his balance while trying to control
the ball and he ended up launching a toe shot at the Byki
goal. The ball took an unfortunate bounce on the hard ground,
and goalkeeper Dean Fukar only managed to get a hand on
it as he dove, and the ball trickled over the line before Fukar
could recover.

After this initial flurry of goals, the game proceeded at a
more measured pace. The Byki settled down and improved
their marking, shutting down the Hellenic attack. Good ball
distribution kept Hellenic back on their heels, as the Byki
created a number of good opportunities that went wide or
were saved by the Hellenic keeper.

Hellenic, however, scored the next goal in controversial
fashion in the 24th minute. Hellenic hit a pass through to
their right forward, who was closely marked by Steven
Pedlow. Just when it looked as though the ball would bounce
over the end line, the Hellenic player made a desperate
attempt to keep the ball in the field. He stabbed at it, as
Pedlow’s marking barely gave him any room to breathe. The
Hellenic player managed to get his cross in and the ball
somehow found its way into the Byki net at the back post.
Fukar was livid and protested to the referee that the ball went
in only because the goal had been pushed back off the goal
line. The referee ignored Fukar’s claim and the goal gave
Hellenic a dubious 2:1 lead.

The Byki kept their heads up after this misfortune and
continued to play some good football. They missed several
golden opportunities to finish, the best one coming from an
unmarked Nick Elmkinssi. The midfielder had a good look
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at the goal, but shanked a one-touch shot wide of the target.
Hellenic added to their lead in the 31st minute. With a free

kick just outside the right corner of the Byki box, a Hellenic
player went straight for goal, forcing Fukar to make a tough
save. The ball spilled loose, however, and a Hellenic player
knocked it home in the ensuing scramble.

The Byki did not quit, however. Just before the break, the
Hellenic defense failed to clear a header, and the opportunistic
Chris Cardenas pounced on the ball and outran the defenders.
He then artfully finished his chance by calmly placing the ball
into the net below the grasp of the onrushing keeper, who was
injured on the play when his jaw took the force of Cardenas’
follow-through. After a lengthy delay, the goalkeeper had to
leave the game.

At halftime, Tower emphasized that the Byki had to
continue to maintain possession and to switch the field. It
would also be significant to take shots on the untested
goalkeeper. The Byki went into the second half believing that
they were the better team and that the goals would come.

Things didn’t go according to plan after the break, however.
The Byki threw patience right out the window. Rather than
building the attack through the back line, Byki fullbacks and
midfielders needlessly pumped the ball forward, thinking that
Cardenas and Kekus had a speed advantage over the Hellenic

defense. The result was a large number of unforced turnovers
and few dangerous opportunities. The headlong rush forward
also created gaps in the Byki midfield, and Hellenic found
some joy running counters down the Byki wings and then
dishing the ball to trailing players in the central midfield.
Hellenic generated one excellent scoring opportunity in the
second half when a striker crushed a full volley from outside
the Byki area. Fukar saw the shot all the way and parried the
ball over the goal. The sputtering Byki attack had suddenly
lost its way. The players, who had all been playing
harmoniously, became a hodgepodge of messy passes.

“This is all part of our building process,” said Gorecki.
”When everyone can play their best for the whole match, the
results will come.”

Eric Tower contributed to this story.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
Dec 1 (Kekus); 4th; 1:0. Cardenas 2; 35th; 2:3.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Fukar – Klimaszewski, Pedlow, Tower, Geng –
Dec, Jedrzejowski (c), Treter, Elmkinssi – Cardenas, Kekus. Bench:
Jacobs, Moore, Silverstein, Tsipris.

Byki Stats
RED TEAM, NSL 1st DIVISION BLUE TEAM, NSL 1st DIVISION O-30 TEAM, NSL O-30 DIVISION

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Haynes 5 2 7 Sodeinde 5 0 5 Kekus 4 5 9

Torossian 2 2 4 Benavides 4 1 5 Winter 2 1 3
Taylor 3 0 3 Bai 1 1 2 Cardenas 2 0 2

Biggs 1 2 3 Ciszewski 1 1 2 Frischmann 1 1 2
Ruiz 2 0 2 Fleming 1 1 2 Jacobs 1 1 2

Bouzoukis 1 1 2 Delaunay 1 0 1 Silverstein 1 1 2

Arredondo 0 2 2 McGrath 1 0 1 Banbor 1 0 1
Bridge 1 0 1 Frischmann 0 1 1 Dec 1 0 1

Daniel 1 0 1 Kanver 0 1 1 Elmkinssi 1 0 1
Boghicev 0 1 1 Team goals 3 x x Gibbs 0 1 1

Casey 0 1 1 Jedrzejowski 0 1 1

Samp 0 1 1 Goalie Min GA GAA Team goals 1 x x
Team goals 3 x x Boone 180 5 2.50

Tice 90 3 3.00 Goalie Min GA GAA
Goalie Min GA GAA Solis 180 6 3.00 Klimaszewski 80 2 2.00

Tice 180 0 0.00 Gambino 270 12 4.00 Zacarias 80 2 2.00

Gambino 180 2 1.00 Curent record: 1-0-7 Fukar 80 3 3.00
Talpes, N. 270 8 2.67 Lopez 160 8 4.00

Curent record: 4-2-2 Blanco 240 13 4.33
Tsipris 80 5 5.00

Current record: 2-1-6



This week in Byki history

The Top 25 players in Byki history were
announced at the club’s 25th Anniversary celebration
on July 19. Byki President George Gorecki, who has
seen more Byki matches than anyone, compiled the list.
The players are listed below in alphabetical order,
along with a brief description of their accomplishments.
Congratulations to these Byki players for their outstand-
ing contribution to the club’s success.

Aaron Barsotti Aaron was the best outdoor goalkeeper
in club history. He always controlled his box and when
he was on his game, he was like a stone wall. No
goalkeeper ever inspired more confidence in his de-
fenders than Aaron did.

Sergio Bertoncello Sergio was an incomparable cre-
ator of goals. He is the runaway leader in indoor goals
scored, but his assists were always more important to
him than the goals he scored. He is the all-time assist
leader indoors, outdistancing the second-best play-
maker by more than double.

Marek Ciszewski Whenever the Byki needed a big
goal, they could count on Marek to carry them on his
shoulders. His intensity for excellence and his desire to
win every game and every 50-50 ball rubbed off on his
teammates. It is a genuine sign of greatness when the
way you play makes your teammates better players too.

Tony Dallas Tony was the first ex-professional player to
play for the Byki. He was a first-rate goalkeeper, as well
as a dangerous striker. Even though his teammates
were only amateurs playing in a rec league, Tony never
looked down on them and always sought ways to get
them to play at their highest level.

Zach Dance The components of Zach’s game provid-
ed technical skill, incredible scoring ability and leader-
ship. Zach netted 64 goals in 91 total matches, a
spectacular achievement. In six consecutive indoor
and outdoor seasons, Zach never scored fewer than 10
goals. When he proudly served as captain, he always
led his teammates by example, demonstrating that
combining great skill with hard work can lead to great
accomplishments.

Matt Fleming Matt quickly became a mainstay in the
center of the Byki midfield after joining the club in 2001.

His aggressive, no-nonsense style was a good comple-
ment to his passing ability and his ability to find the open
man with precision passes.

Joe Gambino Joe has always been the consummate
teammate, always willing to do whatever it takes to
make the team better. That commitment is evident
when one looks at his many roles within the Byki teams
on which he has played. In 2004, he played every
position on the field over the course of the season.

Ahmed Goudeaux When they say speed kills, they
were thinking of Ahmed. Regardless of whether he
played out wide on the flanks, or whether he was a
target man up front, Ahmed had an incredible ability to
make defenders change their game and adjust to his
speed and technical skills.

Russ Haynes No player ever fought harder to be suc-
cessful than Russ. He always showed the capability to
score the big goals and to will his teammates to look
inside and raise their games to a higher level.

Dan Jedrzejowski Dan’s nose for the goal was on
display from the moment he joined the Byki. His 12 assists
during the 1992-93 indoor season remains a Byki record.
Dan really came into his own when the Byki joined the
NSL. His raids down the wings were legendary, giving
Byki strikers plenty of chances to put pressure on oppos-
ing defenses.

Jim Mustard Jim was one of the club’s best two-way
players. He combined speed, technical skill and deep
knowledge of the game to lead his teammates by
example. Jim played many positions and always ex-
celled, doing whatever was necessary to help the team.

Brian Nash Brian was a spectacular goalscoring ma-
chine for the Byki, indoors and outdoors. In his first four
outdoor seasons, Brian scored a stunning 50 goals in 57
matches. In seven full seasons, he registered double
digits in goals in six of them. His game was simple, fast,
yet elegant and consistent.

Edi Pinkowski Even if he never scored a goal for the
Byki, Edi’s place in Byki history will always be secure. His
insolent attitude led to the formation of a rivalry that
eventually resulted in a soccer club that developed



into a first-class organization. On the field, there were
few players who could match Edi’s technical skill. Be-
cause he saw the game through the eyes of a coach,
Edi played the game on a deeper level than most of his
teammates.

JR Rosenbaum JR joined the club as part of the wave
of newcomers when the club formed a B Team in 1999.
His skill level was evident from the first time he attended
training. It didn’t take long for others to notice, and JR
won NSL 2nd Division Rookie of the Year honors at the
end of the season. JR played a range of positions for the
Byki and excelled no matter where he was placed on
the field. He spent time in every midfield spot, as well as
showing his excellence as a defender.

Doug Roth There have been few Byki players who have
displayed the depth of overall talent that Doug showed
during his Byki career. His game had no flash or pizzazz,
but those who played against him knew immediately
who the best player on the field was. He had mastered
the fundamental techniques of the game at an early
age and no matter how hard people tried, it was nearly
impossible to find weaknesses in his game.

Jeff Samp Jeff’s performance with the club has been
as steady as a metronome. No matter where he has
played on the field, it’s one position that his coaches
over the years have never had to worry about. He has
excelled both as a wing player and as a sweeper and
his balanced style of play has always made those
around him better players.

Bill Sheehy There aren’t many players who have “it,”
but when a player has “it,” you just know it. It was clear
that Bill was this type of player from his first Byki practice.
He was both a master of technique and magician with
the ball at his feet. His tantalizing dribbling skills, along
with an audacious showmanship, made him a player
that defenders both hated and feared.

George Siepiora George was one of the club’s most
reliable scorers in the early 1990s. He and Sergio Berton-
cello formed a mesmerizing scoring combination.
George was able to meld his physical strength with the
technical ability to control the ball. Once he would get
the goal in sight, his accuracy was deadly and his shot
was potent. Even after George and Sergio moved to
Over 30 competition, their partnership thrived and they
continued their assault on the Byki scoring charts.

Ted Snodgrass If you had to create a blueprint for the
ideal striker, Ted could have been the prototype. He
had the striker’s instinct to probe for goals, he could
shoot accurately with both feet, and he was unstoppa-
ble in the air. With 70 goals and 30 assists in 144 total
matches, Ted was a clear go-to guy anytime he was on
the field.

Josh Taylor Josh’s biggest strengths have been his
versatility and his ability to read the game. When he first
joined the Byki in the 2001-02 indoor season, he was an
impetuous player who relied on raw ability. After a
hiatus, he returned as a tactically mature and well-
rounded player. Josh has shown that he is a stalwart
anywhere on the field, standing out in midfield or in the
center of defense.

Tony Terracciano There probably has been no Byki
player who has talked a bigger game than Tony did.
But unlike players who yap a lot, Tony’s game spoke
much louder than even his outrageous words. He was a
stellar goalkeeper, as well as an accomplished striker. In
the only undefeated season in Byki history, Tony com-
piled a 1.57 GAA as the team’s keeper in the 1986-87
indoor season. Two days before the championship
match, Tony broke his hand, but that injury didn’t pre-
vent him from scoring a goal in the final, won 2:1 by the
Byki.

Doug Towsey The best way to understand Doug’s
contribution to the Byki is to examine his tremendous
technical skills, along with a deep conception of the
game. Doug quickly entrenched himself as a sweeper
who was always difficult to penetrate. His ability to read
the game and to do the right thing every time was
second to none.

Rob Winkelmann Rob joined the Byki in the early 1990s,
and came at a time when the team needed a creative
boost. At a time when much of the entire attacking
load had been put onto Sergio Bertoncello’s shoulders,
Rob was nothing but headaches for opposing defend-
ers. He held the ball in tight situations as well as anyone.
Even though his dribbling skills were exquisite, he under-
stood how to make the killer pass that would unhinge a
defense.

Jacek Winnik Jacek was another Byki player who
starred as a goalkeeper and as a striker. When he
came to the Byki, he immediately filled a need at
goalkeeper. After breaking his wrist shortly afterwards,
he was inserted at striker and began scoring goals at a
maddening pace. Jacek’s game was underlined by his
incredible work ethic. The combination of determined
play and high skill is rare to find.

Wei Zhang Wei joined the Byki during a period when
many Chinese players came into the club. His skill level
was evident, and he quickly moved from the B Team to
the A Team and became a fixture in the team’s de-
fense. His keen analytical sense allowed him to shift to
various positions without any bother.
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MAJOR DIVISION FIRST DIVISION

Deportivo Meridienne 8 8 0 0 29 6 24 FC Steaua Chicago 8 6 1 1 23 15 19

Honduras SC 9 5 3 1 20 11 18 Albanian Stars 9 6 1 2 25 9 19

RWB Adria 8 5 2 1 27 11 17 Lemont FC 9 5 3 1 19 11 18

B-H Lilies 8 5 2 1 19 11 17 FK Republika Srpska 8 4 2 2 21 16 14

Gazelle SC 8 3 3 2 16 9 12 Stare Byki FC Red 8 4 2 2 19 10 14

SAC Wisla 9 3 3 3 13 14 12 CKS Warta B 9 4 2 3 16 15 14

KF Ulqin 9 3 1 5 11 15 10 NK Prijedor 8 4 1 3 12 11 13

Deportivo Colomex 8 1 5 2 13 14 8 Khaboor FC 9 3 3 3 16 15 12

HNNK Hrvat 5 2 1 2 10 12 7 Das Magic 8 3 1 4 14 22 10

Jahbat FC 8 1 3 4 15 12 6 West Indies Jets 9 2 2 5 17 22 8

Royal Chicago FC 9 1 1 7 16 36 4 Stare Byki FC Blue 8 1 0 7 17 26 3

CKS Warta 9 0 0 9 6 44 0 FC Romania 9 0 0 9 0 27 0

SECOND DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

GR-04 7 5 1 1 22 11 16 Juanacatlan 9 7 1 1 29 13 22

West Bosnia SC 8 5 0 3 30 20 15 CD Taximaroa 9 6 1 2 25 10 19

FK Podrinje 8 3 3 2 32 22 12 Ultras FC 9 5 2 2 17 13 17

Lemont FC Reserves 6 3 2 1 18 12 11 Real Independiente 9 4 2 3 22 15 14

Deportivo Colomex B 7 2 1 4 29 36 7 FC Kosova 9 3 1 5 26 23 10

Turkish FC 7 0 1 6 9 33 1 Chicago Dynasty FC 8 1 1 6 14 36 4

Mythos FC 8 0 0 8 6 35 0

OVER 30 DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Lake Shore B 9 7 1 1 31 11 22 SAC Wisla 8 6 0 2 38 20 18

Arabian FC 8 5 1 2 26 13 16 Gato Verde 9 4 1 4 16 15 13

West Indies Jets 8 5 1 2 24 12 16 Hellenic United 7 3 0 4 14 19 9

Jahbat FC 9 4 1 4 14 23 13 Stare Byki FC 9 2 1 6 15 33 7

Lake Shore A 9 0 2 7 10 29 2 Tanners SC 8 2 0 6 11 24 6


