
Byki pull away, get revenge

The Over 40 Team remained in the hunt for the Blue
Division title last Sunday when they dispatched the Naperville
Strikers 3:1, on the strength of Mitch Posada’s goal and assist.
The Byki are back in second place, trailing MOFG by one
point. The top seven teams in the table are separated by only
five points. With no team pulling away from the pack, anyone
can ignite a hot streak and find themselves in a position to
get promoted to the top circuit.

And the Byki are on a pretty hot streak at the moment,
with just one defeat in their last nine outings. Sunday’s victory
reversed a season-opening 2:1 defeat to Naperville, who
capitalized on meager scoring chances to full effect. In the
return affair, the Byki established the dominant position and
took the game by the horns in the first 15 minutes of the
second half.

The Byki jumped into the lead after just 11 minutes.
Posada ran onto a well-placed ball from Ade Ekundayo. The
midfielder delivered a precise pass into the space between
the Naperville backline and the keeper. Posada sped into the
space and fired immediately. The keeper was in good position
to block the shot, but the rebound came back to Ekundayo,
who slotted the ball into the unguarded goal.

Four minutes later, the Byki exploited the same space.
Fullback Jim Kuch sent Posada on a run on the right side.
Posada cut inside and squared the ball to the supporting
Steven Pedlow, whose shot was blocked by a miraculous leg
save from the goalie.

The visitors tied the game in the 27th minute with an
instance of dead-ball brilliance when a Naperville player
curled a free kick from 25 yards over the defensive wall and
just inside James Vlahakis’ right-hand post.

The Strikers made a bid for the lead four minutes later.
They played a ball behind the Byki defense and Dean Fukar’s
saving tackle defused the situation.

Naperville’s netminder came up huge just before the
break. Sweeper Doug Towsey won a loose ball in midfield
and held it just long enough to freeze a Naperville back four

that had pushed forward. His pass opened the defense in
zipper-like fashion and presented Posada with a breakaway.
Posada looked set to bang the ball home, but the keeper read
the play well and made a tremendous save.

The Byki came out looking smart in the second half. After
just seven minutes, they had the Naperville defense in tatters.
A combination play between Ekundayo and Gabriel Rodri-
guez on the right flank left Rodriguez alone with the ball on
the byline. He whizzed a low cross through the 6-yard box
that weaved through several legs.

Moments later, Rodriguez worked a give-and-go with
Posada on the right side. Posada sneaked a cross towards the
near post and Rodriguez was first to the ball, nodding home
from close range.

The Byki made it 3:1 in the 57th minute. Eric Tower
boomed a long pass down the left side and Pedlow gave chase
to a ball that looked destined to go out. A Naperville player
got there first and made an incredibly weak pass to his
goalkeeper. Pedlow then swooped in to intercept and slid the
ball into the middle for Posada, who tapped the ball into the
empty net.

The Strikers tried to reply two minutes later. A looping
cross from the right wing glanced off of the left goalpost, but
no one was there to put the ball away.

In the 65th minute, a Naperville player danced his way
past Towsey at the goal line, but his angle was poor and
Vlahakis made sure that the half-chance was no chance with
a tough save at the near post.

Ekundayo capped off a long dribbling run in the 68th
minute by finding an unmarked Brian Huck on the left wing.
The keeper came out strong and won the ball with a sliding
challenge at Huck’s feet.

The Byki snuffed out Naperville’s best chance late in the
contest. Vlahakis was in great position to block an open shot,
and Kuch cleared the rebound to safety.

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1): Vlahakis – Kuch, Tower, Fukar –Lane, Penafiel
– G. Rodriguez, Ekundayo, Pedlow – Posada. Bench: Dahlquist, Gorecki
(c), Huck, Jacobs, Nelson.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Ekundayo 6; 11th.
2:1 – Rodriguez 4 (Posada); 53rd.
3:1 – Posada 6 (Pedlow); 57th.

Byki Man of the Match: Diego Penafiel
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Late heroics salvage the point

Sometimes it is better to be lucky than good, and luck
was certainly working for the Byki last Sunday when they
resumed NSL play against FC Kosova in a match played at
Oak Brook. Kosova looked set to claim all three points on
the strength of a 75th-minute wonder strike, but Cristian
Rodriguez, in his first appearance of the season, turned the
contest upside down right at the death. His shot from the left
side of the box slammed off the head of a Kosova defender
and careened into the back of the net to save the point for
the home side.

The Byki extended their unbeaten mark to six consecutive
matches. They have 14 points from eight matches and sit in
fourth place in the 1st Division table. FC Moldova, with a
perfect record after nine games, are running away with the
1st Division, 11 points ahead of their closest pursuers. A
heated battle exists for the second promotion spot to the Major
Division, with the Byki in the middle of a pack of six teams
separated by only four points.

“It wasn’t a glittering performance,” commented coach
George Gorecki. “But our defensive discipline and organiza-
tion have been the glue that has held us together. We need
to be better at taking care of the ball and finishing.” The Byki
defense has proved to be especially stout, conceding just two
goals in the last five matches.

Gorecki was definitely looking for some kind of glue, or
perhaps a miracle, prior to kickoff. The Byki had only eight
players from their 12-man roster ready to play. “I don’t like
the poor preparation for this match,” said Gorecki. “The eight
guys who started the game did an awesome job of being
compact and holding Kosova at bay.” The full cadre of players
finally were in place by the 10th minute. During that early
period, midfielder Martin Herholdt had the best scoring
chance for either team, when he broke into the clear on a
counterattack. A Kosova defender intervened at the last
moment to send Herholdt’s shot wide.

Kosova created a nervous moment in front of the Byki
goal in the 16th minute. When a winger turned the corner on
the left side, he crushed a shot from close range. Keeper
Justin Salazar cut off his angle nicely and blocked the shot.
The ball pinballed inside the 6-yard box before the Byki
finally cleared it.

The Byki eventually settled into a comfortable game once
the full squad was in place. The match was a seesaw in the
middle third of the field, however. The Byki passing was not
in sync and many attacks broke down before they could reach
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Byki Stats
FIRST TEAM, NSL 1st DIVISION O-30 TEAM, PSLC O-30 DIVISION O-40 TEAM, PSLC O-40 DIVISION

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Ciszewski 2 2 4 Benavides 10 1 11 Ekundayo 6 6 12
Zachariah 3 0 3 Kekus 5 3 8 Pedlow 6 4 10
Banbor 1 1 2 Hurley 1 6 7 Posada 6 1 7
Gronke 1 1 2 Russ 5 0 5 Rodriguez, G 4 1 5
Sabo 1 1 2 Siervo 3 1 4 Nelson 2 1 3
Stopka 0 2 2 Gibbs 0 4 4 Jacobs 1 2 3
De Rama 1 0 1 Guzman 1 1 2 Huck 1 1 2
Herholdt 1 0 1 Kramarz 1 1 2 Lane 1 1 2
Rodriguez, C 1 0 1 Boeckeler 0 2 2 Dahlquist 0 2 2
Zielinski 1 0 1 Champagne 0 2 2 Fink 0 2 2
Stamatinos 0 1 1 Banbor 1 0 1 Fukar 1 0 1

Vullo 1 0 1 Cohen 0 1 1
Goalie Min GA GAA Kuch 0 1 1
Avalos 18 0 0.00 Goalie Min GA GAA Tower 0 1 1
Salazar 630 12 1.71 Stevens 720 22 2.75
Khankari 75 6 7.20 Current record: 5-1-2 Goalie Min GA GAA

Current record: 4-2-2 Vlahakis 900 14 1.40
Current record: 5-3-2



the final third. For their part, Kosova were no more successful.
Their attempts to find speedy wingers with passes over the
top generally failed, due to good positioning by the Byki back
four, and due to the Kosova attackers consistently getting
caught offside.

Rodriguez tried to make things interesting in the 64th
minute when his dangerously placed cross nearly found
Herholdt. The goalie and a Kosova defender were in the
middle of it as well and a crazy stampede occurred when the
ball was allowed to bounce inside the goal area. Kosova
sweated their way through an anxious moment.

Kosova went into the lead with just 15 minutes to go. They
sped on the counterattack down the right flank and Salazar’s
punch of a Kosova cross did not go far enough. The defense’s
short clearance landed at the feet of a Kosova striker, whose
screamer of a shot from 25 yards gave Salazar no chance.

That goal had a feeling of finality to it. A fatigued Byki
side had tried to hold tough, but injuries along the way made
the job all the harder.

But soccer matches last 90 minutes and the Byki needed
nearly every one of those 90 to get on the board. The Kosova
defense cleared a Byki corner kick to the left side of the area,
and the ball found Rodriguez. He trapped the ball, cut to the
inside, and let loose with a cannon from 15 yards. The
deflection from a defender’s head sent the ball goalward to
make it 1:1. The path to the equalizer was certainly fortuitous,
but hardly undeserved. Kosova may have played well enough
to win, but the Byki didn’t play poorly enough to deserve to
lose.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): J. Salazar – V. Salazar, Calleros, J. Rodriguez,
Gronke – Sabo, Stopka, De Rama, Herholdt (c) – Kostrzewski, C.
Rodriguez. Bench: Lee.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:1 – C. Rodriguez 1; 89th.

Byki Man of the Match: Victor Salazar

Hammer comes down on Byki

The Byki returned to action last Sunday at Oak Brook and
were stunned into submission by a 9:3 beatdown from FC
DePaul. The Byki defense was under siege from the outset,
and they had few answers for a DePaul counterattack that was
lightning-swift and lethal in its accuracy. The defeat drops the
Byki to 5-1-2 on the season and they sit in fourth place in the
table. Levski Chicago lead with a perfect 24 points from eight
matches. DePaul and Rangers are on 21 and 17 points,

respectively, but have played 10 matches. The Byki have 16
points from their eight matches.

DePaul’s speed and their physical approach were simply
too much for the Byki, who were only down 3:2 after a half
hour. DePaul then shifted into high gear and blitzed the Byki
with four goals to take a 7:2 lead into the halftime interval.
“DePaul played the same way in the first game [a 5:3 Byki
victory],” said player-coach Dan Jedrzejowski. “The differ-
ence was that their shooting was much more accurate in this
game.”

After conceding a goal early, the Byki equalized through
Maciek Kekus in the 15th minute. Midfielder Paul Gibbs
curled a corner kick to the back post and Kekus slammed
home from only a couple yards out.

DePaul shook off that temporary setback by netting twice
more for a 3:1 lead. But the Byki had a reply when Gibbs
placed a wonderful cross onto the head of striker Sergio
Benavides, who had found space behind the DePaul defense.
Benavides drilled a header into the bottom corner for his ninth
tally of the season.

The bottom then fell out, as DePaul went on a scoring
rampage for which the Byki had no answer. Their quick
one-two passing combinations unhinged the Byki defense.
Centerback Matt Fleming was overwhelmed by it all. “Their
players were running full steam through our defense,” he
noted. “Our midfielders couldn’t keep up with them and they
guys in the back were outnumbered.”

The Byki sought respectability in the second half and
started brightly with a goal just five minutes in. Alex Guzman
lofted a high ball into the penalty area and Benavides bravely
headed home past the keeper to make it 7:3.

DePaul notched two late goals to put the three points in
the bank.

“Defensively, we were very, very, very poor,” lamented
goalkeeper Alan Stevens, who was bothered by a minor groin
injury. “The combination of poor, costly turnovers and being
caught on the counterattack was absolutely brutal.”

Dan Jedrzejowski and Alan Stevens contributed to this report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-5-1): Stevens – Banbor, Jedrzejowski, Fleming, Marquez
– Gibbs, Guzman, Russ, Kekus (c), Hurley – Benavides. Bench:
Boeckeler, Champagne.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:1 – Kekus 5 (Gibbs); 15th.
3:2 – Benavides 9 (Gibbs); 25th.
7:3 – Benavides 10 (Guzman); 50th.

Byki Man of the Match: None given
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NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
August 3, 2014 August 3, 2014

www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts GP W D L GF GA Pts

FC Moldova 9 9 0 0 44 13 27 Levski Chicago 2014 8 8 0 0 41 6 24

FC Kosova 9 5 1 3 30 23 16 FC DePaul 10 7 0 3 63 23 21

Lancer SC 9 5 1 3 35 18 16 Chicago Rangers FC 10 5 2 3 24 13 17

Stare Byki FC 8 4 2 2 12 18 14 Stare Byki FC 8 5 1 2 28 22 16

Das Magic 9 4 1 4 27 30 13 Olympiacos Chicago 10 4 2 4 25 29 14

Chicago Dynasty FC 8 4 1 3 19 19 13 AEK FC Chicago 10 4 2 4 32 41 14

CKS Warta B 8 4 0 4 25 30 12 St Charles Celtics White 8 2 2 4 20 25 8

FC Macedonia 9 3 0 6 30 31 9 Shogun 8 0 2 6 11 39 2

West Indies Jets 9 2 0 7 16 34 6 Itasca 10 0 1 9 9 55 1

Assyrian B 8 0 0 8 15 37 0

PSLC OVER 40 BLUE DIVISION
August 3, 2014

www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

MOFG 10 6 1 3 19 16 19

Stare Byki FC 10 5 3 2 28 14 18

Villains SC 10 5 3 2 16 15 18

St Charles Celtics Green 10 5 2 3 22 15 17

Pampas OT 9 5 1 3 32 18 16

Naperville Strikers FC 10 5 0 5 28 21 15

Windy City United 10 4 2 4 18 15 14

Sporting Cristal 8 4 1 3 17 13 13

MANA Futbol Club 6 2 2 2 11 14 8

Real FC 10 2 1 7 26 30 7

St Charles Celtics Orange 9 0 0 9 3 49 0


