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Major  Division,  here  we  come!

The Byki Red Team accomplished the unexpected, the
unbelievable and the unprecedented. They have ascended to the
top level of amateur soccer by capturing the Blue Section
championship in the NSL’s 1st Division and will be promoted to
the Major Division for 2010. They clinched the Section title last
Sunday with a gritty 2:0 win over Khaboor FC for the team’s
record-setting ninth win in a row. The team have gone 11 matches
since last tasting defeat in the first week of June. With two matches
still to go, the Reds can add to their stellar 11-1-2 mark, also a
Byki record.

To grasp the significance of this achievement, one has to take
a look back to where the Byki started in the NSL. They joined
the League in 1996 and needed three seasons to advance from
the 2nd Division to the 1st Division. The club have had at least
one team in the 1st Division since 1999 and have only had
flirtations of making the advance to the top flight. The merger
with Lemont FC earlier this year deepened the player pool
significantly and many of the new signings in 2009 strengthened
the Byki to the point where they worked themselves into what
has become an unstoppable force.

Teamwork was the name of the game, however. Despite their
gaudy point total, no Red Team player has scored more than six
goals and the squad have gone through no fewer than six
goalkeepers during the season. Everyone has contributed to the
success, yet no single player has dominated on the field.

The Byki approached their rematch with Khaboor with the
same resolve that has resulted in points in these last 11 contests.
The speedy Byki took the early initiative and broke through after
only 17 minutes. Alex Freidine played a free kick on the Khaboor
byline back to winger Mike Stamatinos, who was just outside the
area. Stamatinos took a huge rip and the keeper could only tip
the ball over the bar. Bobby Safford sent the resulting corner kick
into the mixer and Edgar Navarro headed the ball into the back
of the net.

If anyone thought that the early strike was a precursor to a
rout, Khaboor would change those minds quickly. Defensively,
the Byki were leaving big gaps in the middle third of the field
and Khaboor’s quick-passing game was very effective. The Byki
made their situation worse by committing too many unforced
turnovers, which kept fueling the Khaboor offense. “If it hadn’t
been for [goalkeeper] Kevin [McAnally], we would have been
losing at halftime,” said coach Joe Gambino.

Indeed, McAnally came up big on several occasions in the
first half, but none bigger than the save he made in the 38th
minute. Khaboor played a ball over the Byki defense, catching
the Byki off-guard and leading to a breakaway. McAnally read
the player perfectly and came out at just the right time to take
away the shooter’s view of the goal. McAnally stuffed the shot
and kept the Byki lead intact.

Gambino’s impassioned halftime comments stayed in Byki
ears to start the second half. Just a minute in, Navarro chased
down an errant Byki free kick that had run free near the Khaboor
goal line. Navarro’s hustle resulted in a cross that found an
unmarked and startled Gus Zuleta at the doorstep of the goal.
Zuleta’s header zipped over the crossbar.

Ten minutes later, a poor clearance by Khaboor landed at
Mike Frantz’s feet. Frantz gave the ball to PJ Klacko, who took
a little touch and got open for a shot from 20 yards. The ball beat
everyone except the goalpost.

The Byki put their stamp on the encounter in the 78th minute.
Navarro headed a weak Khaboor clearance to Freidine, who set
out on a 2 v 1 with Alex Safford. Freidine fired from 15 yards
and his shot deflected off the leg of the defender. The ricochet
sent the keeper the wrong way and the Byki looked home and
dry at 2:0.

The final moments were fraught with tension and McAnally
made a great save six minutes from the end when he tipped a
long-range free kick by Khaboor over the bar. The Byki, however,
would not be denied and secured the points they needed to
eliminate all of their pursuers in the Blue Section. Conor Casey
punctuated the post-game celebration by giving Gambino and
co-coach John Flood champagne showers.

What’s next for the Red Team? The hard work of earning
promotion is finished, but there are still trophies to be won in the
NSL playoffs. Playoff success is the icing on the cake, so why
not keep the momentum going and add more hardware to the
Byki trophy collection?
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Khaboor   0 : 2   Byki
NSL 1st Division - Conkey Forest Preserve - 27 September 2009



O-39s  finish  3rd,  hungry  for  silverware

The Over 39 Team continued their strong form, downing a
mouthy MOFG side 4:1 last Sunday in Lake Zurich. Chris
Cardenas and Nick Elmkinssi each contributed a goal and an
assist, while Brian Huck’s and Eric Tower’s single strikes
rounded out a balanced attack. It was the eighth straight victory
for the Byki, who wound up in third place in the table at the
conclusion of the regular season.

The Byki made short work of a feeble MOFG team, who
managed to hang tough in the first half. The Byki were missing
regular starters Jason Freitag and Doug Towsey on the backline
and some moments of indecision made it easy for MOFG to
create openings. It didn’t help that the Byki had difficulty
stringing three passes together. In the end, MOFG’s defensive
weaknesses would be their undoing, as the Byki pounced on
every opportunity.

Those weaknesses were on full display after just two
minutes. Cárdenas intercepted a weak goal kick and the
deflection went straight to Elmkinssi, who made no mistake,
slotting it past the flopping netminder. Eight minutes later,
Tower had a good look from the edge of the box, but the goalie
pushed the ball over the bar. In the 21st minute, Dave Safford
crossed the ball to the far post for Huck, who headed the ball
back into the middle for Cardenas, whose shot sailed just high.

The Byki got caught on the break in the 34th minute. A
MOFG striker raced down the left wing, where George Gorecki
had slid over to provide cover. The striker sprinted into the
clear and corkscrewed an off-balance shot over Dean Fukar.

A solid response was needed and the Byki provided it six
minutes later. Dan Stirrat threw the ball in from the right side,
deep in MOFG territory. Cardenas astutely let the ball run
through, freezing the defense. Huck kept coming and slammed
a low shot just inside the post for a 2:1 lead.

The Byki took full control of the contest in the 58th minute.
Stirrat saw Elmkinssi making a strong run into space on the
right flank and played a ball over the top. Elmkinssi was in the
clear and sent a diagonal shot towards the far post past the
onrushing keeper. Just when it looked as though the thick grass
would stop the ball short of the goal, Cardenas followed up
with the simple tap.

The score swelled to 4:1 ten minutes later. Cardenas swerved
a corner kick into the mixer, where Peter Fischer kept the ball
alive with a smart header. The goalkeeper foolishly left his line
and failed to reach the ball and Tower finished off the play with
a soft header into the empty net.

Byki  in  playoffs,  but  do  it  hard  way

The Over 30 Team eventually took care of business last
Saturday and clinched a place in the NSL post-season, despite
a lackadaisical approach to the match. The Byki had built a
seemingly commanding 5;1 advantage over Atletico Jalisco and
then watched Jalisco pull back three goals in the final 15
minutes. The Byki were able to hang on and are assured of
finishing no worse then fifth in the regular season.

Maciej Kekus continued his wondrous form, banging in
four goals. He now has scored 16 times, tying the all-time Byki
record held by Marek Ciszewski and Zach Dance. Kekus long
ago obliterated the Over 30 scoring record, previously held by
Russ Haynes when he scored nine goals in the 2006 season.

The Byki expected to handle Jalisco with ease, especially
on their favorite playing surface at Olympic Park. They began
brightly, as Chris Cardenas spotted Kekus making a run into
space. Jakub Banbor allowed Cardenas’ long pass to go through
and Kekus was off to the races, sliding the ball home after only
four minutes. But Jalisco got that one back on the ensuing
kickoff. Goalkeeper Ray Najera, subbing for Dean Fukar, was
caught unaware and the teams were on level terms again.

But the Byki weren’t about to mess around. In the 16th
minute, Andy Lane boomed a big cross from the right wing
over to Banbor on the left side of the area. Banbor hit a brilliant
volley that gave the keeper no chance.

The Byki went into high gear just after the half hour mark.
Nick Elmkinssi played the ball to Kekus on the counter. Kekus
made the run in midfield and played Ciszewski into space on
the left side of the area. After dribbling past his man, Ciszewski
crossed to the far side, where Kekus headed the ball into the
back of the net. A minute later, the Byki were up by three. Jan
Winter sent the ball to Lane, whose flick sent Kekus in alone
on a breakaway, which he converted with ease.

The match had the makings of a rout in the 47th minute.
Winter drilled a hard shot right at the keeper, who parried the
shot away from the goal. Banbor chased down the loose ball,
chipped it over the fallen keeper for Kekus to tap home.

At 5:1, the match should have been over. But the Byki got
a little too relaxed and reacted poorly when Jalisco embarked
on their comeback. Jalisco scored from 15 yards against the
passive Byki in the 65th minute. Three minutes later, a long
lob from the left wing floated into the upper 90 to make it 5:3.

Jalisco kept up the pressure. In the 75th minute, they caught
the Byki napping on a quick restart and Fukar’s excellent foot
save at the near post thwarted that opportunity. Jalisco made
things interesting in the 79th minute when they converted a
breakaway that was probably offside.

The Byki will need to play much better than this if they
want to be competing for a trophy at the end of October.

OVER 30

Byki   5 : 4   Jalisco
NSL Over 30 Division - Olympic Park - 26 September 2009

OVER 39

MOFG   1 : 4   Byki
PSLC Over 39 Division - Countryside Park - 27 September 2009



Blues  continue  mini  streak

“Better late than never” might be the new motto for the
Blue Team, who won their second straight match by shutout,
3:0 over FK Podrinje last Sunday at Conkey Forest Preserve.
Francisc Boghicev scored twice for the Byki, who had the
game under wraps by halftime. The victory improves the
Byki to 2-3-9 for the season.

Coach Joe Gambino likes the resurgent attitude of his
team. “The guys are finally getting it about how we’re
supposed to play,” he said. “I wished that it hadn’t taken
this long into the season to get to this point.”

The Byki broke the ice in the 15th minute when Richard
Sodeinde displayed good hustle along the right side and sent
a great pass into the box. Boghicev had made a long run to
support Sodeinde and was on the receiving end of the pass,
threading the ball through the keeper’s legs.

The score went to 2:0 ten minutes later. Gabi Dziekiewicz
pushed forward from his right back spot and dished the ball
to Juan Jimenez. The winger sprinted immediately towards
the goal and finished the chance beautifully with a shot that
beat the goalkeeper at the short corner.

The Byki assumed control of the affair ten minutes before
the break. Minos Bouzoukis made a terrific through pass
that left the Podrinje defensive line standing still. Jan Winter
ran onto the ball and passed off to Boghicev in the middle.
Boghicev bagged his second strike of the contest with a nice
shot into the left corner.

Just like that, the Byki had taken down a contending team
and completely locked them up. Gambino, who was forced
to step into the goal, made a couple of saves that really
impressed his teammates. He expertly tipped a free kick over
the bar and then snuffed out a breakaway attempt with a foot
save.

Podrinje would get no closer in the second half and the
Byki had recorded a remarkable second consecutive clean
sheet.

Francisc Boghicev and Joe Gambino contributed to this story.

Byki  fall  in  crazy  shootout

The White Team brought their scoring shoes to Olympic
Park last Sunday when they faced NK Prijedor. It’s too bad
that they left their defensive shoes at home, because
Prijedor’s strikers ran wild en route to a 6:4 win. If not for
John Flood’s heroics in the goal, the score easily could have
reached double digits. The Byki fall to 5-2-7 for the season.

The lack of discipline in the back was appalling. In the
first half alone, Flood had to contend with eight breakaway
situations, all of them the result of inattentive marking and
poor positioning. The troubles began in the midfield and
were evident all over the backline as well. Prijedor finally
broke through right before halftime and Flood could not stop
a shot destined for the far post.

Prijedor doubled the lead in the 55th minute. When a
Prijedor player sprang free in the box, Flood came out and
forced him to dribble wide. The Prijedor player tried the
sharp-angle shot on the empty net and somehow threaded
the ball between Alex Kreydich and Chris Wilbur, who were
trying to back up their keeper. Five minutes later, a winger
slipped in alone and beat Flood 1 v 1 at the near post.

The Byki pulled one back in the 63rd minute. Scott
Kreydich played the ball to Klemens Kuqi at the top of the
box. Kuqi returned the ball to Kreydich, who beat the diving
keeper. But the porous defense cropped up just two minutes
later and a through ball split the Byki in two, leaving Flood
helpless and Prijedor 4:1 up.

The Byki then roared back to score three times in the
next 13 minutes. Babatunde Ogundipe fired a hard shot in
the 67th minute and the ball deflected to Kuqi, who picked
out the far post and slammed the ball home. The score went
to 4:3 just moments after the ensuing kickoff. Prijedor
coughed up the ball and the opportunistic Kuqi ran past the
sweeper, who fouled him in the area. Kuqi converted the
penalty for his third goal of the season.

Scott Kreydich leveled the score in the 80th minute. After
winning a loose ball, Kreydich let loose with a bomb from
35 yards that screamed into the upper corner.

But Prijedor weren’t finished, scoring twice in the final
eight minutes. The sixth goal was frustrating for the Byki,
who relaxed when the referee was walking Alex Kreydich
away from the ball on a free kick and Prijedor played the
ball before the whistle and the Byki unready.

John Flood contributed to this story.

WHITE

Prijedor  6 : 4   Byki
NSL 1st Division - Olympic Park - 27 September 2009

BLUE

Podrinje  0 : 3   Byki
NSL 1st Division - Conkey Forest Preserve - 27 September 2009



BYKI SCOREBOARD

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): McAnally – Frantz, Taylor, Navarro, Casey –
Klacko (c), Kozak, Stamatinos, Arredondo – A. Safford, B. Safford.
Bench: Black, Freidine, Mendoza, Zuleta.

0:1 – Navarro 5 (B. Safford); 17th.
0:2 – Freidine 6 (Navarro); 78th.

Byki Man of the Match: Kevin McAnally

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Gambino – Suhayda, Dziekiewicz, Rose, Baud
– Bouzoukis, Jimenez, Aguirre, King – Boghicev (c), Sodeinde. Bench:
Jahn, Winter.

0:1 – Boghicev 6 (Sodeinde); 15th.
0:2 – Jimenez 1 (Dziekiewicz); 25th.
0:3 – Boghicev 7 (Winter); 35th.

Byki Man of the Match: Francisc Boghicev

RED

Khaboor   0 : 2   Byki
NSL 1st Division - Conkey Forest Preserve - 27 September 2009

BLUE

Podrinje  0 : 3   Byki
NSL 1st Division - Conkey Forest Preserve - 27 September 2009

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): J. Flood – Stevens, Seidel, Habalian, Wilbur –
Ogundipe, Garnon, Sphar (c), Benavides – Ciszewski, Kuqi. Bench: G.
Flood, A. Kreydich, S. Kreydich, Lince.

3:1 – S. Kreydich 2 (Kuqi); 63rd.
4:2 – Kuqi 2; 67th.
4:3 – Kuqi 3 (pk); 68th.
4:4 – S. Kreydich 3; 80th.

Byki Men of the Match: John Flood, Scott Kreydich

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Najera – Cardenas, Skruch, McGrath, Pedlow –
Winter, Lane (c), Inalsingh, Frischmann – Kekus, Banbor. Bench:
Ciszewski, Elmkinssi, J. Flood, Fukar, Gambino.

1:0 – Kekus 13 (Cardenas); 4th.
2:1 – Banbor 4 (Lane); 16th.
3:1 – Kekus 14 (Ciszewski); 32nd.
4:1 – Kekus 15 (Lane); 33rd.
5:1 – Kekus 16 (Banbor); 47th.

Byki Man of the Match: Maciej Kekus

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Fukar – Sambou, D. Safford, Gorecki (c), Stirrat
– Fischer, Huck, Cooper, Tower – Elmkinssi, Cardenas. Bench: Bolesta,
Pruim, Silverstein.

0:1 – Elmkinssi 2 (Cardenas); 2nd.
1:2 – Huck 7 (Stirrat); 40th.
1:3 – Cardenas 8 (Elmkinssi); 58th.
1:4 – Tower 7 (Fischer); 68th.

Byki Man of the Match: Dave Safford

OVER 30

Byki   5 : 4   Jalisco
NSL Over 30 Division - Olympic Park - 26 September 2009

WHITE

Prijedor  6 : 4   Byki
NSL 1st Division - Olympic Park - 27 September 2009

OVER 39

MOFG   1 : 4   Byki
PSLC Over 39 Division - Countryside Park - 27 September 2009



NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE STANDINGS
September 27, 2009
www.nslchicago.org

MAJOR DIVISION FIRST DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Inferno SC 13 9 2 2 31 13 29 FK Republika Srpska 15 8 2 5 40 31 26

RWB Adria 12 8 2 2 40 19 26 West Indies Jets 15 8 1 6 33 17 25

Deportivo Colomex 15 8 1 6 29 22 25 CKS Warta B 14 5 2 7 24 39 17

SAC Wisla 15 6 3 6 36 29 21 FK Podrinje 14 5 1 8 25 38 16

Albanian Stars 14 4 3 7 17 23 15 HNNK Hrvat 14 5 1 8 25 36 16

B-H Lilies 14 4 2 8 25 36 14 Stare Byki Blue 14 2 3 9 22 29 9

Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Jahbat FC 15 8 6 1 29 15 30 Stare Byki Red 14 11 1 2 38 13 34

Deportivo Meridienne 15 6 2 7 28 30 20 Das Magic 15 9 3 3 42 20 30

Hellenic United Blue 14 4 6 4 28 30 18 NK Prijedor 15 7 5 3 41 30 26

Gazelle SC 15 4 5 6 21 24 17 Khaboor FC 15 7 2 6 29 31 23

FC Steaua 15 5 2 8 37 43 17 Stare Byki White 14 5 2 7 26 37 17

CKS Warta 15 3 0 12 24 61 9 FC Ultras 15 3 1 11 15 39 10

SECOND DIVISION OVER 30 DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts GP W D L GF GA Pts

Gremio A 15 11 1 3 48 21 34 Hellenic United 14 11 0 3 40 18 33

Bosphorus FC 14 9 0 5 31 29 27 Jahbat FC 15 8 4 3 31 18 28

Independiente FC 15 6 2 7 37 36 20 Lake Shore SC 14 8 4 2 31 21 28

West Bosnia SC 14 6 2 6 37 33 20 SAC Wisla 13 9 0 4 34 21 27

Hellenic United White 15 4 1 10 31 32 13 Stare Byki FC 15 8 1 6 32 24 25

Turkish FC 15 2 1 12 25 77 7 West Indies Jets 13 4 3 6 17 21 15

Atletico Jalisco 14 4 2 8 23 34 14

Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Gato Verde 15 4 1 10 23 35 13

Ho-Chunk Brusfa FC 14 12 1 1 72 24 37 Arabian FC 15 0 1 14 10 49 1

Chicago Thunder 14 8 1 5 49 35 25

FC Kosova 13 8 1 4 43 29 25

Chicago Dynasty FC 15 8 1 6 47 54 25

Gremio B 15 3 1 11 37 60 10

Juanacatlan 13 2 2 9 22 49 8



PREMIER SOCCER LEAGUE of CHICAGOLAND
FINAL STANDINGS

www.pslchicagoland.com

OVER 39 GREEN DIVISION

GP W D L GF GA Pts

St. Charles Celtics Blue 40+ 18 14 3 1 83 24 45

International SC 40+ 18 11 6 1 47 18 39

Stare Byki FC 18 12 2 4 45 21 38

Real Wilmette 18 10 3 5 42 27 33

Villains SC 18 9 4 5 40 26 31

Real Wheeling FC 18 7 7 4 39 39 28

St. Charles Celtics Green 40+ 18 7 1 10 35 44 22

Pampas OT 18 5 2 11 19 31 17

Botev Chicago 18 4 4 10 27 47 16

MOFG 18 4 4 10 21 43 16

St.Charles United 18 3 2 13 17 51 11

St. Charles Celtics Clockwork 18 1 4 13 16 60 7


