
Byki tune up for PSLC tourney

Fresh off of their first overall championship in the PSLC,
the Over 40 Team put a wrap on the regular season by
whipping up on St Charles Celtics Orange 5:1 last Sunday
at sunny Oak Brook. Dan Nelson led the way with a hat trick,
while Ade Ekundayo contributed a goal and two assists. The
Byki finish the regular season with a record of 11-3-2, winners
in their last nine matches.

The early clinching of the title allowed a few of the
walking wounded to take time off and heal for the post-season
tournament. The Byki still dressed 15 players, demonstrating
the importance of building a deep roster.

The Celtics could legitimately say that they came into the
contest flying high, having beaten Sporting Cristal on
September 21, their first victory in what probably seems like
eons to them. Although the Byki needed most of the first half
to get on track, the Celtics never posed much of a challenge.

Ekundayo gave the goalkeeper an early test. After
galloping up the middle on a dribbling run, the midfielder
struck from 20 yards and the keeper dove full stretch to tip
the ball to safety. Ekundayo was at it again ten minutes later,
firing from the top of the box.

The ball finally landed in the back of the net in the 27th
minute. Dave Safford started the play when he walked a
tightrope to keep a ball in play. He found Steven Pedlow,
who shed two defenders and slotted a through pass for
Ekundayo. The finish was made simple by Ekundayo’s
calmness, as he sidestepped an overly aggressive goalkeeper
and floated the ball home.

The Byki doubled their advantage just four minutes later.
Doug Towsey intercepted a pass and sent the ball to Safford
on the left flank. Safford found Nelson, who broke in alone
and coolly finished at the far post. It was a terrific reward
for Nelson, who thought he had scored earlier with a brilliant
diving header. The referee’s assistant, however, dubiously
flagged him for offside, negating a highlight-reel effort.

Just before halftime, the Byki were putting the Celtics
under high pressure. They nearly bagged a third goal

following successive corner kicks. The Celtics cleared the
corner short and Charlie Cohen stepped up to control the ball.
He lofted a far-post cross for Brian Huck, whose sharp header
elicited a reaction save from the surprised keeper.

Just when the Byki thought the match was under their
control, the Celtics pulled one back, thanks to a sharp-eyed
midfielder who floated a 35-yard shot over the head of
emergency goalkeeper Eric Muehlbauer.

It didn’t take long for the Byki to sit up and take notice.
They went 3:1 up just moments later, as Pedlow found
Ekundayo, and he supplied the cross for Nelson, who
re-directed the ball past a group of stationary Celtics
defenders rooted inside their goal box.

The fourth goal came just after the hour mark and the
soccer sense on display made it a thing of beauty. The Byki
patiently worked the ball out of the back, as Safford laid off
a pass to Diego Penafiel, who kept it going to Ekundayo.
Pedlow sprinted into the space on the right wing and
Ekundayo timed an elegant through pass that sent Pedlow in
alone on the goalie. Pedlow had no problems feinting past
the keeper and slotting home for a 4:1 lead.

Nelson completed his hat trick with five minutes to spare.
Safford led the counterattack and slid the ball to Nelson, who
did the rest. He accelerated past the Celtics defense to set
himself up 1 v 1 with the goalkeeper, and Nelson made no
mistake with an accurate finish.

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1): Fukar – Towsey, Cohen, Fink, Safford –
Dahlquist, Penafiel – Nelson, Pedlow, Ekundayo – Huck. Bench: Gorecki
(c), Jacobs, Muehlbauer, St Clair.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Ekundayo 8 (Pedlow); 27th.
2:0 – Nelson 4 (Safford); 31st.
3:1 – Nelson 5 (Ekundayo); 50th.
4:1 – Pedlow 10 (Ekundayo); 63rd.
5:1 – Nelson 6 (Safford); 85th.

Byki Man of the Match: Dan Nelson
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Byki play short, still can win
A ten-man Byki squad struggled to compete with

first-place FC Moldova last Sunday and came up on the short
end of a 3:1 scoreline. The result was a significant blow to
the team’s playoff hopes. Until coach George Gorecki checked
the Moldova lineup sheet at the conclusion of the game and
discovered that Moldova’s manager listed 19 players. League
rules set an 18-man limit for gameday rosters and the error
will likely benefit the Byki. “We filed a protest with the League
on Monday,” said Gorecki. “We have done many protests like
this in the past and I expect that we will win the points on
forfeit.”

Those three points will provide the Byki with a massive
boost and will clinch a playoff spot. Moldova will wrap up
the 1st Division title, regardless of the outcome of the protest
and will earn promotion to the Major Division in 2015.

The second promotion spot, however, is completely up for
grabs. Chicago Dynasty, FC Kosova and Lancer SC are locked
in on 28 points, closely followed by FC Macedonia with 27.
If the Byki win their protest, they are sitting on 26 points.

Looking ahead to the matches scheduled for the last round
of the regular season, Lancer will end the season with 31
points, thanks to a forfeit win over the West Indies Jets. If
Dynasty beat Das Magic and Kosova beat Macedonia, all
three teams end up on 31 and Dynasty will finish second via
tiebreaking procedures. A two-way between Dynasty and
Lancer goes in favor of Dynasty, while a two-way tie between
Lancer and Kosova belongs to Lancer. The Byki would end
the season with a total of 29 points, falling just outside the
logjam for second. The Byki will win their Week 16 encounter
with suspended Assyrian B by forfeit.

Things were dire for the Byki against Moldova. In addition
to not having a full squad, they were unable to find a proper
goalkeeper. It was the kind of a game where the margin for
error was razor-thin. “Moldova took their chances better than
we did,” said Gorecki. “We worked as hard as we could to
keep our shape. When we created the openings, we needed
to put the ball away.”

Fresh off of his mostly successful stint as emergency goalie
versus Das Magic, Tony Sabo started between the pipes and
was needed right off the bat. A Moldova player ghosted into
open space on the left side of the area and blasted a shot at
the near post, where Sabo’s kick save maintained a scoreless
tie.

He was powerless, however, six minutes later, when a
Byki turnover in their back third proved deadly. The Moldova
player dribbled to the top of the box and fired uncontested
into the corner for a 1:0 lead.

The best chance for the Byki came midway through the
first half when KC Gronke took possession at midfield and
slithered a through ball for Bryan de Rama, who had a clear

path to goal. A Moldova defender hustled back to recover and
blocked de Rama’s shot.

Moldova scored a killer goal just before halftime. Moldova
came fast on the counter on the left wing. A well-placed cross
barely eluded Sabo’s outstretched arms and found an
unmarked player making the run to the far post. The easy
tap-in put Moldova in the driver’s seat at 2:0.

The Byki would need to dig deeper in the second half, but
the Moldovans proved that they were made of tough stuff.
Juan Rodriguez took over for Sabo in the nets and was greeted
with a breakaway situation in the 62nd minute. Moldova’s
striker, however, took a very bad angle with his run and failed
to find the target on an empty net.

Moldova locked up the win in the 73rd minute when they
finally converted a counterattack. A Moldova player danced
through three Byki in the box as they tried in vain to steal the
ball. He sent a powerful shot into the upper corner.

The Byki did not concede anything, despite the 3:0 deficit.
In the 82nd minute, Cyril Zachariah stole the ball and sprang
Marek Ciszewski on a breakaway. After bulling his way past
the last defender, Ciszewski shot narrowly wide past the
oncoming goalie.

The Byki got their goal four minutes from the end. Mike
Stamatinos lined up a free kick from 30 yards and fired over
the wall and beyond the reach of the goalkeeper. It was
Stamatinos’ third consecutive match with a goal.

BYKI LINEUP: Sabo – Stamatinos (c), J. Rodriguez, V. Salazar, Gronke,
C, Salazar, Zachariah, Zudic, Ciszewski, De Rama.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:3 – Stamatinos 3; 86th.

Byki Men of the Match: Bryan de Rama and Victor Salazar

Byki bounce back, finish 3rd
The 2014 season was one of redemption for the Over 30s,

who had endured three miserable seasons of uneven play.
Strong questions were asked at a January meeting, whose
purpose was to find a way to get the team back to a level of
consistent play. Many of those questions were answered
emphatically, as the Byki rebounded with a record of 10-3-3,
the best showing in Over 30 history, and good enough for
third place in the PSLC’s Over 30 White Division.

They capped off the regular season with two forfeit wins
over AEK Chicago. The first came from a make-up game that
was never rescheduled by the bumbling AEK club, and the
second came last Sunday, when AEK could not be bothered
to show up for the season finale.

The newly invigorated Byki played solid soccer all season
long. The team renewed their commitment, and the players
added to the roster improved the quality of the team’s play.

Moldova 3 National Soccer League
1st Division

Stare Byki 1 Hawthorne
28 September 2014

AEK Chicago 0 Premier Soccer League
Over 30 White Division

Byki O-30 3 FORFEIT
28 September 2014



Styling and profiling! Over 40 goalkeeper
James Vlahakis is always a step ahead when it
comes to soccer fashion. The Chicago Fire un-
veiled their new third kit recently and they will be
debuting their new look in their match on Sunday
versus Montreal. James undoubtedly will be the
first Byki player to show off the new shirt at Toyota
Park.

Scarves up! Speaking of apparel, the Byki
scarf is the club’s longstanding fashion accesso-
ry. Byki Prez George Gorecki traveled to the Pa-
cific Northwest recently and brought his scarf to
a Seattle Sounders match. Where is your next
trip? Be sure to pack your Byki scarf and share the
photos. Byki scarves have been all over the
world. Check out previous Byki scarf pictures on
our Facebook page.
 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Stare-Byki-Football-
Club/145395415501646?sk=photos_stream&tab=photos_al
bums.

Getting ready for the March to the Match in Seattle.

bits &
pieces

Just outside of Century Link Field prior to Seattle v RSL.



NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
September 28, 2014 FINAL STANDINGS
www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts GP W D L GF GA Pts

FC Moldova 15 12 0 3 59 22 36 Levski Chicago 2014 16 13 1 2 67 15 40

Chicago Dynasty FC 15 9 1 5 36 31 28 FC DePaul 15 11 1 3 87 29 34

FC Kosova 15 9 1 5 45 32 28 Stare Byki FC 16 10 3 3 52 33 33

Lancer SC 15 9 1 5 48 28 28 Chicago Rangers FC 15 8 2 5 39 21 26

FC Macedonia 15 9 0 6 51 36 27 Olympiacos Chicago 16 7 3 6 41 40 24

Das Magic 15 8 1 6 44 43 25 St Charles Celtics White 14 6 3 5 38 34 21

Stare Byki FC 15 7 2 6 32 32 23 AEK FC Chicago 16 4 2 10 34 68 14

CKS Warta B 15 5 0 10 32 54 15 Shogun 15 1 2 12 20 66 5

West Indies Jets 15 4 0 11 31 57 12 Itasca 15 0 1 14 13 85 1

Assyrian B 15 0 0 15 19 62 0

PSLC OVER 40 BLUE DIVISION
FINAL STANDINGS

www.pslchicagoland.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

Stare Byki FC 16 11 3 2 47 17 36 #

Pampas OT 16 10 1 5 56 29 31 #

MOFG 16 9 2 5 35 26 29 #

Naperville Strikers FC 17 9 1 7 50 35 28 #

Windy City United 16 8 2 6 40 27 26 #

MANA Futbol Club 15 7 3 5 35 25 24 #

St Charles Celtics Green 16 6 3 7 35 35 21 #

Villains SC 17 6 3 8 26 35 21 #

Sporting Cristal 16 6 2 8 30 38 20 #

Real FC 16 5 2 9 39 41 17 #

St Charles Celtics Orange 17 1 0 16 7 92 3 3


