
Byki lose their cool, season over

When the NSL held the draw for the league-wide
cup competition that replaced the playoffs this year, the
Byki found themselves in a dream position in the
bracket. They received a bye to take them directly to
the quarterfinals against FC Moldova, a team they had
beaten soundly earlier in the season. A win there would
have set up a potential showdown with Major Division
contender Gazelle SC in the semis. The dream draw
turned into a nightmare for the Byki last Sunday. They
were down a pair of goals within the first quarter hour
and struggled to regain their composure in the face of
what they perceived to be unfair officiating. The Byki
righted the ship in the second half, but could only muster
one goal en route to a 2:1 defeat to Moldova.

Coach George Gorecki was disappointed that his
team could lose their focus so easily. “Whining that the
referee cost you the game is generally is the first refuge
of a loser,” said Gorecki. “The referee had his ups and
downs today, and he was more down than up. Our
response to that, however, was nothing but counterpro-
ductive. I have told Byki players the same thing for 33
years: ‘Shut up and play.’ And when we did that, we
played some pretty good soccer.”

Gorecki must have been longing for a timeout to get
his team back on the tracks. Things derailed quickly
after Moldova had been awarded a penalty in the fourth
minute of the contest. A Moldova player tumbled to the
ground after the slightest of contact inside the area,
prompting the referee to point to the spot. Keeper Pete
Chronowski dove to his right to block the penalty kick,
but the shooter got to the rebound first to knock it home
for a 1:0 lead.

Moldova nearly made it 2:0 after 12 minutes, when
an open Moldova player looked set to head home a

corner kick. Juan Rodriguez kicked the ball off the line.
But confusion reigned four minutes later on another
Moldova corner, as Chronowski and Rodriguez battled
for a ball crossed into the mixer. The ball fell to the turf
and a Moldova player punched it in.

By this time, several Byki players had lost their heads
and their crude comments to the referee nearly led him
to a breaking point. The Byki regained their focus in
the final 15 minutes of the first half and began looking
dangerous on the attack. The speed of strikers Quavas
Kirk and Alvaro Alfaro was causing all sorts of problems
for Moldova’s backline.

Captain Mike Stamatinos worked to get his team-
mates on track during halftime and the players changed
ends with confidence that a turnabout was well within
their grasp. Momentum shifted to the Byki and the
Moldovans were in retreat.

The Byki cut the deficit in half in the 60th minute.
Devin Freitag whipped a corner kick into the middle,
where a defender flicked it to the far side of the penalty
area. Alan Stevens calmly trapped the ball with his chest,
let the ball float down to his foot, and stroked a sweet
volley to the opposite goalpost. The ball floated over
everyone and the goalkeeper didn’t even make a play
for it. The ball kissed the inside of the post and landed
in the back of the net.

Two minutes later, the Byki were all over the
flustered Moldovans. Kirk controlled the ball in the
right-wing channel and served a pass to the near post
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for the supporting Tony Sabo. With the keeper frozen,
Sabo’s shot went narrowly wide.

The Byki started pushing more players forward as
time was winding down, desperately seeking an
equalizer. They came closest in the 81st minute. Kirk
won possession near the goal line and sent a diagonal
ball back for Alfaro. His shot from 12 yards clanged off
of the post and Kyler Mowry’s follow-up attempt was
blocked.

The Moldovans stayed organized and compact and
allowed no further breakthroughs. The team that had
won just three matches all year was moving on to the
semifinals of the tournament.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Chronowski – Bickel, Stevens, J. Rodriguez,
Stamatinos (c) – Sabo, De Rama, Joiner, C. Kirk – Mowry, Q. Kirk. Bench:
Al. Alfaro, Ciszewski, Freitag, B. Rodriguez,

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:2 – Stevens 3; 60th.

Byki Man of the Match: Quavas Kirk.

Shogun teamwork prevails over Byki

When a team shows up over 30 minutes prior to the
scheduled kickoff of their match and has their full squad
executing crossing and finishing exercises, that’s a team
that is ready to play. That was Shogun’s team last
Sunday, as they prepared for a first-round matchup
versus the Byki Over 30s in the PSLC’s post-season
tournament. Their preparation proved valuable, as they
reversed a 1:0 deficit at halftime into a 3:1 victory and
sent the Byki crashing out of the competition.

The Byki were at the other end of the readiness
spectrum. They brought just 12 players to the match,
they needed an emergency goalie to step into action,
and had to play shorthanded for the final half hour after
Ryan Russ received two yellow cards in rapid succes-
sion. Maciek Kekus summed up the difference between

the sides pretty succinctly. “Shogun deserved that win;
they had PASSION, they wanted to play SOCCER, they
were a TEAM for the whole game. We were good only
in one aspect: yelling and blaming the referee for
everything.”

Paul King started the match between the sticks and
wound splitting the spot with Mo Elshafie, who took
over in the 70th minute after sustaining an injury. King
acquitted himself in fine fashion, conceding just one
goal and he notched a memorable save in the first half.

Despite their roster difficulties, the Byki played
reasonably well at the start. “We had 75% of the
possession, with many passes around the goal,” noted
Martin Herholdt. “But we should have gone for more
shots on goal.”

The Byki had the only goal in the first half. Russ
created a turnover in the Shogun end and strike partner
Nicolai Baekkegaard won a loose ball. With the
goalkeeper far away from his net, Baekkegaard ran past
him and slotted home his fifth goal of the season.

Shogun regrouped at the break and leveled things
just five minutes into the second frame. A poor clearance
by the Byki in their defensive third left a Shogun player
with an open shot from the top of the area. He buried
his attempt, drilling it just under the crossbar.

Things began to crumble for the Byki when Russ
was cautioned for a challenge from behind. He got his
marching orders just moments later, after the referee
had had enough of his backtalk. Shogun went into the
lead shortly thereafter, scoring their second goal in
similar fashion to the first, as they capitalized on a weak
Byki clearance.

The teamwork that had led to some successful soccer
in the first half faded quickly. Shogun capitalized and
it didn’t take long for 2:1 to extend to 3:1.

Maciek Kekus, Paul King and Martin Herholdt contributed to this
report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): King – Marquez, Elshafie, Wolosewicz, Banbor –
Herholdt, Chudyba, Kotsy, Kekus – Baekkegaard, Russ. Bench: Siervo.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Baekkegaard 5 (Russ); 30th.

Byki Man of the Match: None given
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How much does it cost to play?
Ticket donation is $25 and the ticket is valid for
all 17 weeks of the NFL season and playoffs up
until the Super Bowl.

How do you win?
There are two ways to win. You win if the two
teams listed for a given week combine to score
the highest number of points that weekend in
the NFL. You also win if the two teams listed for a
given week combine to score the lowest num-
ber of points that weekend in the NFL.

How much do you win?
For the regular season, you win $50 if your teams
combine to score the highest number of points
that week, and $25 if they combine to score the
lowest number of points. For the three weeks of
the playoffs, the payouts rise to $150 and $75,
respectively. A drawing for four cash prizes will
be held during the lead-up to the Super Bowl.
All tickets are eligible for this drawing.

What happens if a team is on a bye week?
Both teams listed on a ticket for a given week
must play that week for the ticket to be valid.
The same situation applies for the playoffs; if one
or both teams listed for the playoff weeks are
not in the playoffs, then the ticket is not valid for
that week.

Will I be playing the same two teams every
week?
No. The pairs of teams are selected at random.
You have to check your ticket every week to
see which teams are involved for that week.

Do the teams listed in a given week have to
play one another in order to win?
No. In fact, it is highly unlikely that the teams list-
ed will be playing one another. The only thing
that counts is how many points are scored by
the teams listed in their respective games.

What if someone else has the same teams that I
do? Do we both win?
Every ticket is unique, so no other player has
your two teams for a given week. There are a
total of 496 tickets in play and the approximate
odds of winning some kind of prize are 1 in 9.

What if there is more than one winning ticket?
If there is more than one winning ticket in a giv-
en week, the prize money will be split equally
among the winners.

How do I know if I won?
All winners will be notified via email or phone, so
it is important to ensure that you correctly fill out
the details on the ticket stub. Details of prize win-
ners will also be posted on this website.

Prize Summary
$50 - Regular season week, high score
$25 - Regular season week, low score

$150 - Playoff week, high score
$75 - Playoff week, low score

$500 - Cash drawing #1
$250 - Cash drawing #2
$125 - Cash drawing #3
$125 - Cash drawing #4

bits &
pieces

Football High-Low Game Fundraiser
(Only 496 tickets will be sold.)

Buy tickets online at www.starebykifc.org/highlowgame.html



NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
September 25, 2016 October 2, 2016
www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts GP W D L GF GA Pts
SAC Wisla B 12 8 3 1 51 19 27 Levski Chicago 2014 14 12 1 1 70 19 37
AAC Winged Bull 12 8 2 2 37 15 26 FC Oasu 14 12 0 2 66 21 36
Das Magic 12 6 2 4 33 23 20 FC DePaul 14 11 0 3 56 20 33
Stare Byki FC 12 5 3 4 24 19 18 Tricolorii 13 7 2 4 46 21 23
FC Macedonia 12 5 2 5 19 31 17 A.E.K F.C CHICAGO 14 6 4 4 39 29 22
FC Moldova 12 3 1 8 20 31 10 St Charles Celtics 13 6 1 6 36 45 19
Chicago Dynasty FC B 12 0 1 11 12 58 1 Stare Byki FC 14 5 1 8 30 52 16
CKS Warta B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Olympiacos Chicago 13 3 3 7 24 44 12
FC Kosova 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Chicago Rangers FC 13 3 1 9 17 44 10

Shogun 14 2 2 10 31 65 8
PSLC OVER 40 B1 DIVISION Real FC 14 0 1 13 22 77 1

October 2, 2016
www.pslchicagoland.com PSLC OVER 48 DIVISION

October 2, 2016
B1 DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts www.pslchicagoland.com
Grosse Point Social Club 14 12 1 1 42 13 37
Stare Byki FC 14 9 2 3 41 19 29 GP W D L GF GA Pts
Pampas OT 13 6 2 5 41 29 20 HNK Concordia 6 6 0 0 22 4 18
Windy City United 14 6 2 6 31 32 20 St Charles Celtics 5 3 0 2 8 6 9
Naperville Strikers FC 14 5 1 8 31 49 16 Stare Byki FC 7 2 0 5 12 16 6
MOFG 13 2 3 8 22 40 9 International SC 5 2 0 3 6 11 6
MANA Soccer Club 14 2 1 11 18 44 7 Sofia BG 3 0 0 3 4 15 0


