
Byki win the endgame
It took the Over 40 Team a while to put away a resilient

Itasca side last Sunday, but it was clear from the start that
the Byki were the better team in a 3:1 victory at Oak Brook.
The Byki established territorial domination in the first half,
but failed to translate that into goals. The teams were
deadlocked at 1:1 until the final five minutes. The Byki will
face Olympiacos Chicago in a semifinal match on Sunday.

The Byki were playing for the first time in nearly five
weeks. Having played all of their regular-season matches on
time and then waiting through weather delays interrupting
the schedule and a first-round bye, the Byki might have been
expected to experience a bit of rust. They were solid, however,
at both ends of the field, simply missing that finishing touch
in critical situations.

The Byki went on the offensive right from the jump. They
demonstrated excellent ball possession and kept Itasca bottled
up in their back third. Itasca’s only hope was to hit long
passes to their speedy left wing, but the Byki took that away
when they sent their own speedy fullback, Jim Kuch, over
to that side of the field.

The Byki opened their account after only nine minutes.
Gabriel Rodriguez dribbled deep into the right side of the
itasca penalty area and centered for Kuba Banbor. The
midfielder was perfectly positioned to knock the ball home.

The field was definitely tilted towards the Itasca goal, but
the Byki were not able to find the breakthrough goal. Diego
Penafiel was in a great spot in the 25th minute. Itasca cleared
Steven Pedlow’s cross to the top of the box, where Penafiel
drove a shot just over the crossbar.

Things went a bit crazy as the match approached halftime.
In the 40th minute, an Itasca player  sent a looping ball
towards the Byki goal from the left-wing. Keeper James
Vlahakis channeled his inner Tim Howard and managed to
get a fingertip on the ball, which smacked off of the right
goalpost.

Two minutes later, the Byki came fast on the counter and
zipped a few passes through the Itasca defense, setting up
Rodriguez, whose shot was tipped clear by the goalie.

The lack of a finishing touch came back to bite the Byki
just moments later. Itasca pushed their counterattack forward
and caught the Byki in a disorganized defensive shape. A
shot from the left side of the box found the far post, and
things were level at 1:1.

Much of the second half was a game of cat-and-mouse,
as Itasca kept things close to the vest. “Itasca rarely ventured
out of their half, preferring to remain in a defensive shell,”
noted player-coach Eric Tower. “Many times, they had as
many as nine players in their own box. The Byki had a hard
time playing through the crowd. At one point in the second
half, the Byki faced a virtual wall of Itasca players in the
box; they were passing and shooting within the box for what
seemed like forever, but unable to put the ball past the wall
of orange. It appeared throughout that Itasca was playing to
put the game to PKs.”

Itasca were inches away from grabbing an unlikely lead
in the 73rd minute. An Itasca player launched a cross into
the mixer, where a teammate out-leaped the Byki defenders
and slammed a header off the crossbar. The deflection fell
back to the same player, and he headed it down towards the
goal line, where Vlahakis made the save from a prone
position.

In the 76th minute, Miguel Zarate drove down right flank
and crossed for Dean Fukar, whose free header went over
the bar.

The Byki finally found the finishing touch, bagging two
goals in the final five minutes. Penafiel curled a corner kick
right in front of the 6-yard box. The Byki had pushed everyone
forward, and Penafiel had targeted his tallest teammate,
George Higginbotham. His decisive header was unstoppable,
giving the Byki a deserved lead.
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The Byki added one more at the end of normal time. BK
Park intercepted a pass in the middle of the field and passed
to Banbor, who then found Penafiel with a long ball on the
right wing. Banbor ran towards Penafiel, drawing Itasca
defenders to that side of the field. With the entire left side
open for Park, Penafiel passed into the open space and Park
put the ball in into an empty net in textbook fashion. With
his 15th assist of the season, Penafiel continues to rewrite
the Byki record book, adding to what appears to be an
insurmountable record.

Kuba Banbor, Eric Tower and Doug Towsey contributed to this
report.

BYKI LINEUP (4-2-3-1): Vlahakis – Towsey, Kuch, Fink, Higginbotham
– Penafiel, Banbor – G. Rodriguez, Pedlow, Ekundayo – BK Park. Bench:
Fukar, King, Lane, Tower, Zarate.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
1:0 – Banbor 1 (G. Rodriguez); 9th.
2:1 – Higginbotham 1 (Penafiel); 85th.
3:1 – BK Park 3 (Penafiel); 90th.

Byki Men of the Match: Kuba Banbor and Jim Kuch.

AEK pounce on Byki errors
The Over 30 Team got a taste of what life will be like if

they choose to accept promotion to the Over 30 A Division
in 2018 when they were bounced from the post-season
tournament last Sunday following their 3:1 defeat to AEK
Chicago at Olympic Park. AEK ruthlessly capitalized on Byki
mistakes and used their rock-solid defense to lock up the
quarterfinal victory.

The PSLC set up a split schedule for the 2017 Over 30
competition, splitting the teams into A and B groups for the
first time. Teams played everyone in their group twice and
then played everyone in the other group once. During the
regular season, the Byki picked up just four points from
matches against the six A Division opponents (three came
from a forfeit win over Oasu FC). The domination of the A
Division over B Division teams was comprehensive.

The difference was on display Sunday, although the Byki
demonstrated that a strong roster and good teamwork allowed
them to play on even terms with AEK for long stretches of
the match. But the takeaway message is that good teams
punish mistakes and this opened the door for AEK.

In the first half, the sides battled to a standoff. The ball
spent a lot of time between the penalty areas, but there was
precious little in the way of incisive scoring chances. AEK
caused a stir in the 18th minute, when the Byki defense
allowed a nothing ball floated into the box to bounce. The
errant pass hit the post, igniting a few moments of mayhem

before the Byki cleared the ball away.
AEK snatched the lead in the 43rd minute with a fluky

goal. After controlling the ball in midfield, an AEK player
drilled a hard shot from 25 yards. Alan Stevens blocked the
attempt, but the ball deflected back to the shooter, whose
follow-up sneaked in just under the crossbar.

The Byki went into the break undaunted by their late
misfortune and appeared to have the confidence to find an
equalizer. Disaster, however, reared its ugly head just three
minutes into the second half. As the Byki avoided AEK
pressure by sending the ball back to keeper Ray Najera, he
found himself with no passing outlet and an AEK forward
bearing down on him. The AEK player dispossessed Najera
and rolled the ball into the empty net for a 2:0 lead.

It was crucial for the Byki to get the equalizer, as the
match did not present a lot of chances. Going down by two
only made the work that much harder.

AEK smelled blood and were not far from a third goal in
the 54th minute, when they outnumbered the Byki on a
counterattack. A deflected shot from the top of the box
appeared destined for the back of the net, but Najera nabbed
it before it could cross the goal line.

The Byki began to push more players forward and the
match became a back-and-forth affair. AEK went up 3:0 in
the 77th minute when they converted a counterattackking
opportunity. The Byki were badly outnumbered on the play.

An all-out attacking effort by the Byki made AEK sit up
and take notice. For once, the Byki were able to pin AEK
back in their defensive third and made their goalkeeper do
some work. They got some measure of satisfaction when they
pulled one back with ten minutes to go. A cross from the left
wing landed in a crowded AEK penalty area. After pinging
around for a moment, the ball landed at Lukas Chudyba’s
feet. He brought the ball down amid the chaos and deftly
floated a shot that found the upper corner of the net.

The surprise nature of the goal stunned AEK for a bit, but
they did well to control the endgame, and the Byki would
get no closer.

The Byki can enter the winter with the satisfaction of
having brought home the B Division championship in a
season that featured more positives than negatives. Once the
celebrations are over, however, the hard questions for 2018
will need some serious answers. The Byki rightfully earned
a spot in next year’s A Division. Will they accept an upward
move, and more importantly, will they be genuinely ready to
compete with the big guns week to week?

BYKI LINEUP (4-4-2): Najera – Durojaiye, Stevens, Anderson, Soaga –
Guzman, McClure, Boeckeler, Jamarillo – Sodeinde, Akbas. Bench:
Castle, Chudyba, Herholdt, Jędrzejowski.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
3:1 – Chudyba 3; 80th.

Byki Man of the Match: Ato Anderson.
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NSL FIRST DIVISION PSLC OVER 30 WHITE DIVISION
FINAL STANDINGS FINAL STANDINGS

www.nslchicago.org www.pslchicagoland.com

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts A DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts
Stare Byki FC 15 12 0 3 42 19 36 Levski Chicago 2014 15 13 0 2 107 23 39
Das Magic 15 10 0 5 48 36 30 Tricolorii FC 16 12 1 3 86 32 37
FC Macedonia 15 9 0 6 42 31 27 FC Oasu 15 10 1 4 67 21 31
United Stars FC 15 5 0 10 31 38 15 AEK FC Chicago 16 10 0 6 59 38 30
FC Guadalajara 15 4 1 10 20 37 13 FC DePaul 15 9 1 5 43 28 28
Chicago Dynasty FC 15 4 1 10 22 44 13 Celtics 15 5 1 9 33 79 16

PSLC OVER 40 B DIVISION B DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts
FINAL STANDINGS Stare Byki FC 16 8 1 7 47 36 25

www.pslchicagoland.com Shogun 16 7 3 6 46 45 24
FC National 16 6 3 7 61 39 21

B1 DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts Real FC 16 4 2 10 25 72 14
Gato Verde 14 12 0 2 58 25 36 Chicago Rangers FC 16 3 1 12 43 57 10
Stare Byki FC 15 8 2 5 38 30 26 Adventists United FC 16 0 0 16 3 150 0
International SC 15 7 3 5 34 31 24
Olympiacos Chicago 15 7 2 6 31 32 23 PSLC OVER 48 DIVISION
Naperville Strikers FC 15 5 2 8 29 37 17 FINAL STANDINGS
Pampas OT 14 4 2 8 27 42 14 www.pslchicagoland.com
Windy City United 15 4 2 9 32 49 14

GP W D L GF GA Pts
B2 DIVISION GP W D L GF GA Pts Park Ridge Rogues 14 12 0 2 53 15 36
United-Dynamo 15 14 1 0 78 15 43 Sofia BG 14 12 0 2 53 15 36
FK Danubia 15 10 1 4 75 30 31 Villains SC 14 9 0 5 36 18 27
Itasca 15 9 0 6 41 35 27 Torino FC 12 5 2 5 21 26 17
St Charles Celtics Green 15 6 3 6 30 45 21 International SC 11 4 1 6 19 28 13
Real FC 15 5 1 9 29 46 16 St Charles Celtics 13 3 1 9 29 46 10
MOFG 15 2 1 12 18 50 7 Concordia 11 2 3 6 11 25 9
St Charles Celtics Orange 15 1 0 14 26 79 3 Stare Byki FC 13 0 1 12 13 62 1


