
Stare Byki FC: Friends, Passion, Soccer

The Over 30 Blue Team leveled their record at 3-0-3 last
Tuesday on the heels of a 7:2 whitewash over league bottom
feeders AYSO. Doug Towsey scored twice and added four
assists, as the Byki continue to show improvement in the
Chicago Premier Soccer League. Eric Tower and Ted
Piotrowski each added a pair of goals, as the Byki were the
aggressors throughout the contest and never gave AYSO a
chance to get into the game.

Confusion reigned supreme prior to kickoff, as the CPSL
demonstrated once again that they are the leaders when it
comes to organizational shenanigans. According to their
published schedule, the Byki were slated to meet the Arabian
Eagles. Organizer Oscar Ponce was the ringmaster of this
bewildering three-ring circus, shuffling the four teams
scheduled to play at 9:30 pm between the two fields. The
Byki and AYSO eventually were told where to go and the
game could proceed.

The Byki matches versus AYSO were dates marked in
red on Tower’s calendar. He had been on a constant rant about
beating this opponent badly once he found out that they were

part of the league. The team is part of a curious soccer
movement initiated by AYSO, which is a massive national
youth soccer organization. Parents of kids playing in AYSO
have formed their own teams to further their interest in the
sport. The parents have a wide range of soccer experience,
most of it poor. This AYSO squad was no exception, as their
technical skills were greatly outpaced by their whining to the
referee. Tower had played pick-up games in the western
suburbs with some of these players and he had no trouble
expressing his disdain for their soccer ineptitude.

With the last-minute switch in opponents, Tower was
practically frothing at the mouth prior to kickoff. Luckily,
his teammates did not let him down and the Byki completely
dismantled an overmatched AYSO side. Thanks to a
well-earned victory, the dogs in the Tower household were
safe from being beaten by their master.

The Byki served notice in the early minutes that the pace
of the match would belong to them. Towsey ripped a shot in
the third minute that required the goalkeeper to tip the ball
over the bar. Moments later, Piotrowski dribbled out of
trouble in the deep corner and sent a diagonal pass back for
Towsey, who nailed a first-time shot that was blocked by a
defender.

The Byki broke the ice with 9:02 gone in the first half.
It was simple soccer at its best, as Tower and Towsey took
apart the AYSO defense. Tower slipped a pass through three
opponents for the sprinting Towsey, who easily tucked the
ball underneath the onrushing keeper.

A few minutes later, the Byki made it 2:0 when Towsey
put the ball in play with a kick-in on the right side. He made
a simple pass to Tower, who beat his man and then found
paydirt, firing the ball past the goalie from a very tough angle.

With 3:36 to go in the half, the Byki conceded a silly goal
when they became unbalanced on defense. Keeper Dean
Fukar dribbled the ball to the halfway line, only to lose
possession. The Byki tried to recover, but sweeper Joe
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The Byki have two bars sponsoring
the club during the indoor season:

Roosters Barn & Grill
122 W Lake St in Bloomingdale

Slager’s on 47th
9308 47th St in Brookfield

Support Byki sponsors!
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 Byki  trample  AYSO  in  rout



Gambino was caught too far upfield and the Byki gave an
AYSO player an open shot from distance. The ball found the
upper corner of the net before the Byki could react.

But the Byki got that one back just seconds later. Carlos
Soriano dropped the ball back when he felt pressure. George
Gorecki and an AYSO player got tangled up trying to control
the ball, but neither could reach it. Towsey stepped up and
went on a mazy dribbling jaunt that ended when he deposited
the ball into the back of the net.

AYSO made it 3:2 after 4:46 of the second half. After
Fukar saved two point-blank shots in succession, the Byki
were unable to clear the ball. A quick pass inside to an AYSO
forward left Fukar stranded, as Gorecki’s slack marking
allowed the player to turn and shoot.

But there were nothing but blanks left in AYSO’s arsenal.
The Byki upped their advantage to 4:2 just 3:16 later. Soriano
floated a ball into the mixer and hilarity ensued. An AYSO
defender headed the ball back towards his goal just as the
keeper was charging off his line. No one could reach the ball
before it entered the goal.

The Byki scored three more times in the final 9:08 to put
the game away. Towsey set up Tower again, as Tower blasted
a volley into the upper corner of the net to make it 5:2.
Piotrowski added his brace in the last five minutes. The first

was the result of some impressive and unselfish soccer. Tower
sent in a diagonal ball from the right flank. Towsey was
well-positioned to finish the play, but instead dinked a pass
over the far post for Piotrowski. With the AYSO players
expecting a shot from Towsey, the sweet little pass left them
frozen in their tracks. The final tap-in was easy pickings for
Piotrowski. The Byki wrapped up the scoring a minute from
the end when Piotrowski received the ball from Towsey on
a kick-in. Piotrowski showed that he still had some power
in his legs, as the keeper could only wave at the rocket shot
as it flew past him.

Tower may have gotten more satisfaction than anyone
from this victory, but everyone involved had a hand in the
team’s success. Simple things, like easy passes, combined
with effort and hustle, can lead to excellent results.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
Towsey 1 (Tower); 9:09; 1:0. Tower 5 (Towsey); 13:58; 2:0. Towsey 2
(Soriano); 22:00; 3:1. Own goal; 33:02; 4:2. Tower 6 (Towsey); 40:52;
5:2. Piotrowski 1 (Towsey); 45:07; 6:2. Piotrowski 2 (Towsey); 49:00; 7:2.

BYKI LINEUP (3-2-1): Fukar – Bolesta, Gambino, Cooper – Brough,
Mansur P Sr – Piotrowski. Bench: Gorecki, Neighbors, Soriano,
Stamatakos, Tower, Towsey.

The Byki oldboys entered a brave new world last Friday
when they played in the NSL’s Senior competition for the
first time and came away with a 3:3 draw versus Chicago
Dynasty FC. The Byki acquitted themselves rather nicely,
but were disappointed to not take home all three points.
Dynasty scored the equalizer with just 0:18 left on the clock.

The NSL’s Over 30 Division has been relatively low-key
in the last few winters, as only a handful of teams have been
competing. When only four teams signed up this season, the
League had to cancel the Over 30 Division and invited the
oldtimers to play in the 2nd Division. All four accepted, and
it appears that Wisla and Arabian FC are joining the Byki to
maintain genuine Over 30 squads. NK Prijedor’s roster will
be predominantly Over 30, but will have some younger
players added in.

“I was unhappy to hear that the Over 30 Division was put
on hiatus,” said coach George Gorecki. “We were bringing
a very good squad from the outdoor season. Ultimately, I
figured this was the best decision for our group. All of the
players were in unanimous agreement that playing in the 2nd

Division would be better than playing in an Over 30 rec
league.”

Injuries and holiday-related absences pared the Byki roster
last Friday down to 11 players, but Gorecki was confident
that his players had the talent and experience to get the job
done against Dynasty, who joined the NSL this past spring.
Gorecki’s expectations were on the way to fulfillment in the
game’s first minute, when Maciej Kekus passed the ball to
Robert Dec, who had been left unmarked in the box. Dec
turned immediately and cranked a first-time shot past the
keeper.

The strong start buoyed the Byki, but overconfidence may
have led to some poor decisions later on. On several
occasions, the Byki got caught on the break when players
pushed forward too far. Dynasty blew a perfect chance to
level the score with 10:59 left in the first half when they
came two-on-none on goalkeeper Dean Fukar. They let the
Byki off the hook when a Dynasty player shot softly right at
Fukar. The Byki sweated out another counter 3:03 later, as
a Dynasty shot clanged off of the crossbar. “I think that some
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of our players thought that covering ground on the small field
at the Odeum would be easy,” said Gorecki. “But when the
opponent has young legs, it’s a totally different story.”

The Byki caught Dynasty napping with a counterattack of
their own with 6:40 to go. Kekus found Dec again for a
one-touch blast and a defender desperately cleared the ball off
the line. But Dynasty were not out of the woods yet. They
coughed up the ball to Dec, who pounced on the loose ball
and fired away. The ball was deflected over the Kekus, who
made no mistake with a shot from the corner to make it 2:0.

Fukar broke up Dynasty’s bid to get back into the game
with 1:03 left. Dynasty used smart passes to break down the
Byki, who were slow getting back on defense. They couldn’t
get past Fukar, who made a spectacular 1 v 1 save.

The Byki applied all the pressure in the early part of the
second half. Marek Ciszewski and Kekus both had excellent
opportunities to score in the first two minutes, but were denied
by incredible saves by the Dynasty defense.

Dynasty made it 2:1 with 16:20 left in the match when a
shot from the corner beat the diving Fukar. Dynasty cranked
up their offense for a brief sequence, but could not even the
score.

The Byki reasserted themselves with 13:18 to go. Kekus
made a great dribbling run up the middle, leading to a 2 v 1
situation. His killer pass to Jakub Banbor left Banbor with

only the keeper to beat. Banbor made easy work of the chance,
dinking the ball into the open net past the onrushing keeper.

But Dynasty replied just 0:24 later. A poor turnover by the
Byki in their end left Dynasty with an open shot to make it
3:2.

The Byki needed to find a way to control the tempo in
order to blunt the Dynasty counterattacks. As things got more
desperate in the final minutes, the Byki got too conservative
on defense and gave Dynasty far too much time on the ball.
Much of the success for the Byki in this game came from
strong, aggressive marking. The final tally for Dynasty
resulted from a long blast as they came fast on the counter
and the Byki defense backed away.

There were plenty of lessons to go around after this game.
Matt Treter, who accepted the blame for the turnover that led
to Dynasty’s second goal, saw an encouraging sign after the
game. “It was great to see people upset that we tied,” he noted.
“In the past, we would have been happy to get a point.”

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
Dec 1 (Kekus); 0:57; 1:0. Kekus 1; 12:41; 2:0. Banbor 1 (Kekus); 24:42;
3:1.

BYKI LINEUP (2-2-1): Fukar – Treter, Zacarias – Dec, Banbor –Kekus.
Bench: Ciszewski, Elmkinssi, Jedrzejowski (c), Najera, Winter.

Byki Stats
SENIOR, NSL 2nd DIVISION O-30 RED, NSL 2nd DIVISION O-30 BLUE TEAM, CPSL

Player G A Pts Player G A Pts Player G A Pts
Team goals 1 x x Kekus 1 2 3 Tower 6 5 11

Banbor 1 0 1 Towsey 2 5 7
Goalie Min GA GAA Dec 1 0 1 Elmkinssi 3 0 3

Gambino 38 3 3.00 Mansur, Sr 1 2 3
Current record: 0-0-1 Goalie Min GA GAA Gallo 2 0 2

Fukar 38 3 3.00 Piotrowski 2 0 2

Current record: 0-1-0 Soriano 1 0 1
Stamatakos 1 0 1

Team goals 4 x x

Goalie Min GA GAA
Fukar 300 35 5.83

Current record: 3-0-3



The opening match of the 2008-09 NSL indoor season
didn’t go according to plan for the Byki Red Team. They
dropped a 3:1 decision to FK Podrinje last Friday as they
struggled to find coherence with a revamped lineup in a
revamped league.

The club have two teams competing in the NSL’s
newly-formed 2nd Division. The League decided to explore
the possibility of forming another Senior Division after several
seasons in which the 1st Division had bloated to as many as
24 teams. The lack of top-to-bottom balance with a grouping
that large made the competition suffer. This season’s 1st
Division comprises the top 12 teams from the 2007-08 season.
The 2nd Division is made up of teams that finished in the
lower half of the tables last year, along with new teams and
Over 30 teams. The club’s Over 30 Red Team is also playing
in the 2nd Division this winter.

A third Byki Senior team, the Blue Team, was formed
during the off-season as the Byki joined forces with Lemont
FC. Lemont fielded a reserve team during the past outdoor
season for the first time and had problems finding enough
committed players to fill their roster. This prompted Lemont
manager John Flood to engage Byki coach Joe Gambino in
a discussion about working together to strengthen both clubs.
The conversation was expected to lead to a collaboration in
the 2009 outdoor season, but the clubs accelerated things when
both managers saw that they might have meager roster
numbers for the indoor season. As it stands, both teams were
able to find the players that would be needed to form credible
squads, but decided to move forward with the partnership.
The Blue Team roster contains all Lemont players and the
Red Team roster is all Byki, but both teams will utilize all of
these players, based on what each of the teams need.

Gambino’s first problem is finding a goalkeeper, a song
that has been played over and over again in the recent past.
Until a keeper can be found, Gambino is in the unenviable
position of having to coach the team, as well as assume the
role of netminder. With attendance at training unimpressive
so far, Gambino has a big job ahead of him if he wants to
make the Byki competitive.

Podrinje have always been a thorn in the side of the Byki
and their performance last Friday was no different than those
of previous encounters. Strong defending and efficient play
on the counterattack form the basis for Podrinje’s success and
it was all on display in the opener.

The Byki had the first good opportunity of the match with

4:35 gone. Josh Taylor sent the ball over to Kvar Black on a
kick-in. Black teed up a first-time shot and was denied by a
tremendous kick save by the keeper.

Podrinje grabbed the lead a couple of minutes later, thanks
to the ball pinging around in front of the Byki goal. Podrinje
played a free kick deep in the corner into the middle of the
box. The ball bounced off of two players and then ricocheted
off of Black before slipping past Gambino.

Podrinje grabbed the momentum from that gift goal and
nearly scored on two other occasions in the first half. Gambino
made an outstanding save on a free kick from outside the red
line and then recovered well a few minutes later on a play
that would have wound up on the blooper film. A long heave
from the Podrinje goalie sailed over everyone and bounced
in front of Gambino, who misjudged the ball. Gambino
avoided blushes when the ball hit the glass above the crossbar.

The Byki turned things around to start the second half.
Gabi Dziekiewicz blasted a shot from short range right after
the break. Moments later, Paul Mansur set up Taylor, who
was open briefly and saw his shot deflected.

Podrinje increased their advantage to 2:0 eight minutes
into the second half when the Byki were unable to clear the
ball from their end of the field.

The Byki caught a break a couple of minutes later when
Podrinje gifted them a goal. A Podrinje player calmly passed
the ball back to his keeper. With no Byki anywhere applying
pressure, the keeper took his eye off the ball and it slipped
under his foot to bring the Byki to within 2:1.

Podrinje got that one back three minutes from the end.
They easily broke down the Byki defense, as the Byki pushed
more players forward in search of an equalizer. Podrinje made
a sharp series of passes and scored easily past Gambino.

Much of what happened in this match can be attributed to
first-game rust or a depleted roster due to the holiday. But the
commitment level needs to improve if the Byki don’t want to
spend their winter struggling to compete every Friday.

Paul Mansur, Sr contributed to this report.

BYKI SCORING SUMMARY
FK Podrinje own goal; 30:00; 1:2.

BYKI LINEUP (2-1-2): Gambino – Bouzoukis, Lubeck – Black – Rose,
Taylor. Bench: Dziekiewicz, Mansur, P Jr, Martinez, Samp, Slaga, Sphar.

Byki 1 : 3 Podrinje Senior Red Team - NSL 2nd Division
Odeum - 28 November 2008

 Podrinje  too  much  for  Byki  to  handle



NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE STANDINGS
November 28, 2008

www.nslchicago.org

MAJOR DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

RWB Adria 1 1 0 0 2 0 3 HNNK Hrvat 1 1 0 0 4 2 3

RWB Adria B 1 1 0 0 3 2 3 Podlasie 1 1 0 0 4 2 3

FK Republika Srpska 1 1 0 0 2 1 3 FK Kozarac 1 1 0 0 3 2 3

CKS Warta A 1 0 0 1 2 3 0 SAC Wisla 1 0 0 1 2 3 0

B-H Lilies 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 Deportivo Meridienne 1 0 0 1 2 4 0

Albanian Stars 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 NK Prijedor 1 0 0 1 2 4 0

FIRST DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Albanian Stars B 1 1 0 0 6 1 3 Stal Mielec 1 1 0 0 5 1 3

Tricycles SC 1 1 0 0 3 1 3 Jahbat FC 1 1 0 0 5 3 3

Real Independiente 1 1 0 0 2 0 3 Capitol Czarni Jaslo 1 1 0 0 3 1 3

Zaglebie SC 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 CKS Warta B 1 0 0 1 3 5 0

West Bosnia SC 1 0 0 1 0 2 0 CD Taximaroa 1 0 0 1 1 3 0

HNNK Hrvat B 1 0 0 1 1 6 0 Deportivo Colomex 1 0 0 1 1 5 0

SECOND DIVISION

Red Section GP W D L GF GA Pts Blue Section GP W D L GF GA Pts

Pitbulls SC 1 1 0 0 12 0 3 CKS Warta C 1 1 0 0 3 1 3

FC Kosova 1 1 0 0 10 4 3 FK Podrinje 1 1 0 0 3 1 3

SAC Wisla B 1 1 0 0 4 1 3 Chicago Thunder 1 1 0 0 6 5 3

Stare Byki Blue 1 1 0 0 3 2 3 Arabian FC O-30 1 0 1 0 3 3 1

Chicago Dynasty FC 1 0 1 0 3 3 1 SAC Wisla Over 30 1 0 1 0 3 3 1

Stare Byki O-30 1 0 1 0 3 3 1 Gremio FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

NK Prijedor B 1 0 0 1 2 3 0 Montenegro 1 0 0 1 5 6 0

Real Independiente B 1 0 0 1 1 4 0 Chicago Inter R-B 1 0 0 1 1 3 0

West Bosnia B 1 0 0 1 4 10 0 Stare Byki Red 1 0 0 1 1 3 0

Juanacatlan 1 0 0 1 0 12 0



SPORTSZONE OVER 30 LEAGUE
FINAL STANDINGS
www.chicagosportszone.com

GPWDLGFGAPts

Deva Development1311111216034

Arsenal13805937224

Chicago Soccer13724837523

Chicago Force13715833722

Peaked Venture13643756322

Stare Byki FC13508609215

Tornadoes13201132576

Team Demar13201136976

CHICAGO PREMIER SOCCER LEAGUE
November 25, 2008

www.chicagosportszone.com

GP W D L GF GA Pts

Mexico 5 4 0 1 49 22 12

James Joyce 5 4 0 1 48 26 12

Arabian Eagles 5 3 0 2 37 34 9

Stare Byki FC 6 3 0 3 24 33 9

River Plate 5 1 0 4 30 35 3

AYSO 6 1 0 5 17 45 3


